Directions For The Ace Writers Competition

Sponsored by ULM and the College of Education and Human Development
Website: http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/teachers.html
File Source: http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-instructions.doc
Q. What is the "Ace Writers" contest?
A. "Ace Writers" is a new writing contest that encourages fun in language arts; it is sponsored by ULM and the College of Education and Human Resources for all elementary schools in northeastern Louisiana. Winning student entries become valuable online multimedia stories of our region. Your school judges the contest. No costs are involved. Your school can compete every year. 

Q. How is this contest organized?
A. It's easy! Every school judges its own winners in three categories: grades 1-2, 3-4, and 5-6. The 3 winners are invited to come to ULM for a campus tour, lunch, T-shirt, a "special gift", and a "recording session" to narrate their winning stories; the stories will be posted online just like this example 

 HYPERLINK "http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/01/story02/index.html" of an audio story written by an 11-year-old student named "Claire".   

Q. Which schools are eligible?
A. Any school teaching grades 1 through 6 in these parishes is eligible: Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, West Carroll, and Winn. A middle school that teaches 6th graders is eligible.

Q. Do schools compete against other schools?
A. No. Every school acknowledges its own winners, every year.  

Q. So, my school can have a writing contest every year with guaranteed winners?
A. Yes! Each school develops its own way to judge the winners, every year. We think this is an effective way to make writing and reading fun! 
Q. We are so busy. Isn't this a lot of extra work?

A. We want this contest to be VERY easy to implement for even the busiest principal and teaching staff! We just ask you to ask students to write a short story with Ace in it; then, determine the winners.

Q. What topic should we assign for the contest?

A. An assigned topic is not required. However, you may assign any topic that would be discussed in a classroom. We only ask that Ace be one of the characters in the story.

Q. Are there length recommendations?

A. There are no formal restrictions. For grades 1 to 2, we would like to see about 10 short related sentences or so. For grades 3 to 4, about 150 to 200 words seems right. For grades 5 to 6, we recommend about 200 to 300 words with an upper limit of 500 words. But again, these are NOT formal guidelines.
Q. Could we make this contest and the audio stories on the Ace Adventures website a component of our language arts program?
A. We hope you do! We think that active encouragement is an effective way to make language arts fun and relevant. In the years to come, we hope to have many student stories online for everyone to read! Here's just one example:  http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/01/story02/index.html
Q. What do we need? 

A.  You can download these files from the Ace Adventures website:

· http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-instructions.doc
   (You are viewing this file.)

· http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-flyer.doc
· http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-student-release-form.doc  
Q. Are there any costs or paperwork?

A. There are no costs. We only need winning students to ask a parent or guardian to sign a publicity release form (http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-student-release-form.doc) that allows winning stories to be posted online. That's all. 
Q. Are there any special instructions for conducting the contest?

A. There are no specific instructions because your school can conduct and judge the contest flexibly. It's possible that the entire school may compete. Perhaps, some classes may compete and some don't. Or, you may have a contest that only involves interested students who may want to compete. As long as the principal approves, any arrangement is fine, even a contest conducted by 1 teacher! 

1. Please distribute the flyer to all teachers and post copies in the hallways. Download the flyer:


http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-flyer.doc
2. Set a deadline to judge the students' stories. 
3. Then, judge the entries in three categories: grades 1-2, 3-4, and 5-6. There will be one winner for each of the three categories. So, a total of 3 winners are selected.  
4. Each winner must have a signed release form:  

http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/ace-writers-student-release-form.doc
5. After receiving the winning entries and signed release forms, our designated coordinator will 
arrange to invite the three winning students to visit ULM at a scheduled time. 

Q. So, are there any formal judging guidelines?

A. No, we realize schools need flexibility. Please use your own criteria for excellence in judging. 

Q. Can we help students correct the spelling and grammar of the final entries?

A. Yes. 
Q. Whom do we contact?

A. The coordinator of the "Ace Writers" competition is Peter Martin. Peter works in the ULM Athletics Department in the football program as a manager. He can be reached by email:  Ace@ulm.edu  He will ask you when your school plans to have your contest. He will arrange when winning students visit ULM to claim their reward. Using email is the best way to contact him; when you do, please make sure you include your full name, a contact phone number, and the name of your school.
Q. How many winners can we choose?

A. Please choose one winner per category. There are 3 categories: grades 1-2, 3-4, and 5-6. If there is no way to break a tie, flip a coin.

Q. What do winning students get?
A. Winners are invited to ULM at a scheduled time for a campus tour, complimentary lunch, free T-shirt, a letter of commendation from the College of Education, and a "special gift". While on campus, each student's narration of a winning story will be digitally recorded and put online. Here's an example of a story written by an 11-year-old student from Bastrop called "Claire".  http://ulm.edu/aceadventures/01/story02/index.html  Everyone wins!
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