
Grant Writing Help 
  
Looking for ideas for grant writing?  Check out the resources below! 

 
• National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

o Contract Opportunities  
o Grant Application Basics  

 Common Mistakes in NIH applications  
 Search for NIH funding 
 CRISP (Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects) 

o Which “letter” grant is right for me? (Document – NIH Letter Grants) 
 Parent Announcements (For Unsolicited or Investigator-Initiated 

Applications)  
 K-Kiosk (career development awards)  

• Take Career Award Wizard Quiz  
 Individual Postdoctoral Fellowships (F32) and Institutional 

Research Training Grants (T32) 
o Avoiding and Deciphering NIH Errors and Warnings  
o eRA Commons 

 
• National Science Foundation (NSF) 

o Program Areas 
 Biology 
 Computer and Information Science and Engineering   
 Crosscutting and NSF-wide 
 Cyberinfrastructure 
 Education 
 Engineering 
 Environmental Research 
 Geosciences 
 International 
 Math, Physical Sciences 
 NSF-wide 
 Polar Research 
 Social, Behavioral, Economic Sciences 
 Special Programs 

• For Undergraduate Students 
• For Graduate Students 
• For Postdoctoral Fellows 
• For K-12 Educators 
• Small Business Programs  

o Find funding  
o Grant Proposal Guide - Effective for proposals received on or after 

January 5, 2008  
o NSF FastLane 

http://oamp.od.nih.gov/ContractOpportunity/ContractOpportunity.asp
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/grant_basics.htm
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/funding/grantwriting_mistakes.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html
http://crisp.cit.nih.gov/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/parent_announcements.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/parent_announcements.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/training/careerdevelopmentawards.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/training/kwizard/index.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/training/nrsa.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/training/nrsa.htm
http://era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/files/SF424RR_Validations.pdf
https://commons.era.nih.gov/commons/
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=BIO
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=CISE
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?type=xcut
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=OCI
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=EHR
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=ENG
http://nsf.gov/dir/index.jsp?org=ERE
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=GEO
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=OISE
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=MPS
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?type=nsfw
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=OPP
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=SBE
http://nsf.gov/funding/education.jsp?fund_type=1
http://nsf.gov/funding/education.jsp?fund_type=2
http://nsf.gov/funding/education.jsp?fund_type=3
http://nsf.gov/funding/education.jsp?fund_type=4
http://nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13371&from=fund
http://nsf.gov/funding/advanced_funding_search.jsp
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf08_1/gpg081print.pdf
https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/fastlane.jsp


 
• Examples of Grant Writing Narratives 

o BOR Enhancement Grant  
o STEP Grant  
o CSEMS Grant  

 
• Grant Writing Resources on the Internet 

o Grant Writing Resources  
o Guide for Writing a Funding Proposal  
o NSF Grant Proposal Guide  
o EPA Grant Writing Tutorial  
o CPB Basic Elements of Grant Writing  
o Grant Writing Tools for Non-Profit Organizations  
o NIH Grant Writing Tip Sheets  
o Learning Lab - Proposal Writing Short Course  

 
• Sponsoring Agency Rules and Regulations 

o OMB Circulars 
 OMB Circular A-21: "Cost Principals for Educational Institutions." 

This Circular establishes principles for determining costs 
applicable to grants, contracts, and other agreements with 
educational institutions. This site also contains a link (at the very 
bottom) to the Cost Accounting Standards and the related 
Disclosure Statement.  

 OMB Circular A-110: "Uniform Administrative Requirements for 
Grants and Agreements With Institutions of Higher Education, 
Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations"  

 OMB Circular A-133: "Audits of Institutions of Higher Education 
and Other Non-Profit Institutions"  

o Grant Policies 
 DHHS 

• DHHS – NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts  
• NIH Grants Policy Statement (12/03)  
• PHS Grants Policy Statement (DHHS) (4/94)  
• OER Grants: Grants Policy and Guidance/NIH Office of 

Extramural Research  
 NSF 

• NSF 95-26 Grants Policy Manual  
• NSF General Grant Conditions (GC-1)  
• NSF Cooperative Agreement Conditions  
• NSF Special Conditions  
• NSF Fastlane  

 Department of Education 
• Department of Education - EDGAR  
• Department of Education – Grantmaking at ED  

http://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/MathEnhancementProposal.pdf
http://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/Step_Project_Narrative.pdf
http://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/CSEMS_Project_Narrative.pdf
http://www.proposalwriter.com/grants.html
http://learnerassociates.net/proposal/
http://www.nsf.gov/nsf/nsfpubs/gpg/start.htm
http://www.epa.gov/seahome/grants/src/grant.htm
http://www.cpb.org/grants/grantwriting.html
http://www.npguides.org/
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/grant_tips.htm
http://fdncenter.org/learn/shortcourse/prop1.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a021/a21_2004.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a110/a110.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a133/a133.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps_2003/index.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/gps
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/policy.htm#gps
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/policy.htm#gps
http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=gpm
http://www.nsf.gov/awards/managing/general_conditions.jsp
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/cafatc/cafatc0704.pdf
http://www.nsf.gov/awards/managing/special_conditions.jsp?org=NSF
https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/fastlane.htm
http://www.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/about/grantmaking/index.html


 Corporation for National Service 
• AmeriCorps  
• Learn & Serve  
• Senior Corps 

 Other 
• Department of Justice – Financial Guide  
• National Endowment for the Arts  
• National Endowment for the Humanities  
• Department of Energy  
• Office of Naval Research  
• American Heart Association  

 General Federal Regulations 
• The Code of Federal Regulations contains the text of public 

regulations issued by the agencies of the Federal 
government. Proposed regulations and regulations issued so 
recently that they are not yet in the Code of Federal 
Regulations database, may be found in the Federal 
Register.  

• The Federal Acquisition Regulations System is established 
for the codification and publication of uniform policies and 
procedures for acquisition by all executive agencies. The 
Federal Acquisition Regulations System consists of the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which is the 
primary document, and agency acquisition regulations that 
implement or supplement the FAR.  

 Other Federal Sites 
• Federal Register – Government document announcing the 

availability and deadlines for applying for Federal grant 
programs. It also includes proposed and final regulations, 
legal notices from the Federal agencies, presidential 
proclamations, executive orders, and other documents of 
interest to the public. The Federal Register is published by 
the Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and 
Records Administration.  

• The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance – The catalog 
of Federal Domestic Assistance is a government-wide 
compendium of Federal programs, projects, services and 
activities that provide assistance or benefits to the 
American public. It contains financial and non-financial 
assistance programs administered by departments and 
establishments of the Federal government.  

• Grants Net – General grant resources and information.  
• FirstGov – The first-ever government website to provide 

the public with easy, one-stop access to all online U.S. 
Federal Government resources.  

• Grants.gov  

http://www.nationalservice.gov/
http://www.americorps.org/
http://www.learnandserve.gov/home/site_map/index.asp
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/home/site_map/index.asp
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/FinGuide
http://arts.endow.gov/manageaward/index.html
http://www.neh.gov/grants/index.html
http://www.energy.gov/
http://www.onr.navy.mil/onr/contracts.htm
http://www.americanheart.org/research
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-table-search.html
http://www.arnet.gov/far
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
http://www.cfda.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/grantsnet
http://firstgov.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/

