MUSC 115-091 McCLUNG-GUILLORY
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MUSC 215-091

MUSC 216-091

PIANO CLASS

Syllabus

Spring 2009

School of Music

University of Louisiana at Monroe

Instructor:  

Deborah McClung-Guillory

Office:

342-1581, Room 140, Biedenharn

e-mail:

dmcclung@ulm.edu
Location:

Room 111, Biedenharn

Office Hours: 
8:30-9:00 a.m. M, W and by appointment 




(please check schedule on office door 2nd week of 





                   classes for additional times)

Text:  Lancaster, E. L. Renfrow, Kenon. (2004), 2nd ed.  Group Piano for Adults, Bk 1, Van Nuys:  Alfred Publishing

Course Requirements:  Students must be a Music Major and read at least one clef of musical notation.  It is strongly recommended that this course be taken concurrently with Music Theory, 101 or 102.  Piano is required of all music majors.  Instrumental education, music theory majors must pass 4 levels of proficiency and pass at least 4 semesters of piano. Vocal education and performance, theory composition and history literature majors must pass 6 levels of proficiency and pass at least 6 semesters of piano. 
Course Description:
Piano class for music majors is designed to introduce and develop proficiency at the piano relative to the needs of an instrumental, choral, or vocal instructor.  All musicians benefit from a working knowledge and proficiency of piano skills.  

Course Goals and Objectives:

· Develop kinesthetic feel for the geography of the keyboard

· Gain skills with major, minor and modal tonality

· Develop functional skills necessary to harmonize

· Accompany and sight read in situations practical for vocal or instrumental teaching.

· Develop improvisational skills

· Transpose melodies and accompaniments

· Develop skills in open score reading

· Study repertoire chosen by instructor and student
Each student’s classroom experience will be enhanced by individual electronic keyboards, headphones with class and instructor communication capabilities, and a Mac computer with Band in a Box software.  Students are encouraged to discover musical concepts in a group environment that include developing functional skills such as harmonization and transposition, of melodies, scales and technique, and sight reading.   The class will also include improvisational work, and playing by ear in a variety of different styles. 

Assessment:  Grading will be weighted as indicated:

25%
Daily grade

(Daily grades will be awarded according to class work and graded skills tests, 10 points each.)







25%     Midterm exam

         50%    Final Jury grade

Grading Scale: A=90-100    B=80-90   C=70-79    D=60-69

F=59 and below. 

Undergraduate mid-term grades will be posted on-line for students to view via mid-semester ARROW.  

1. It is possible for a student to receive a passing grade for their jury, but not pass a proficiency level.  Students who do not pass a proficiency level will receive notification in the mail after their jury and must complete this proficiency the next semester.  Students who do not show up for their jury receive an automatic F for the semester. Class attendance is regarded as an obligation and a privilege, and all students are   expected to attend regularly and punctually all classes in which they are enrolled.  Failure to do so may jeopardize a student’s scholastic standing and may lead to suspension from the University.

Class Policies:  Students taking piano class MUST have their own copy of the text Lancaster, E. L. Renfrow, Kenon. (2005), 2nd ed.  Group Piano for Adults, Bk 1, Van Nuys:  Alfred Publishing.  Those who do not have a textbook beginning the 3rd week of classes will have their daily grade lowered by 5 points (out of 10).  Students may also be required to purchase additional piano repertoire.
Any student who is not present for at least 50% of the scheduled class sessions in any course may receive a grade of W if this condition occurs prior to the last day to drop a course or a grade of F after that date.

Students are responsible for the effect absences have on all forms of evaluating course performance.  Thus, the student is responsible for arranging the allowed make up of any missed work.

One absence will be counted for every three (3) times a student comes into class Students who are tardy and miss a scheduled skills test must either make up the work the following class or make arrangements with the instructor to make up the test.
Classroom Requirements:  No food or drink is allowed in the piano classroom.  The headphones should be carefully placed on the head and taken off to avoid damage to the unit.  Students’ fingernails should be an appropriate length to play the piano. The daily grade will be affected if long fingernails interfere with the development of a suitable hand position. Students will not be allowed to perform a jury with fake nails or tips!!!!

Cell phones should be turned off in the piano lab.   All students carrying cell phones into the lab must turn off and store (e.g., in a backpack, purse, phone holster, or other similar item) their phones prior to entering the room.  Cell phones are not allowed on the pianos.   If there is an extenuating circumstance that requires the cell phone to be on during a class, the student must obtain permission from the instructor prior to the beginning of class and must operate the phone in a silent (vibrate only) mode. 

