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Just a Reminder The Dean’s Corner

Bonjour, mes âmis. Eighteenth century English poet, Percy Shelley, once said “the more we study, the more we
discover our ignorance.” This principle is universal and unending. It holds special significance for our vast world of
pharmacy. New areas of research are increasing our pharmaceutical knowledge base at an exponential rate. Areas such as
genomics, proteomics, nanomedicine/nanotechnology, pharmacoepidemiology, and pharmacoeconomics hold significant
promise for the future, as we seek to discover novel approaches to continuously improve the pharmaceutical care that
we deliver to our patients. Unfortunately, we have not been able to adequately incorporate these novel topics into our
traditional six year Pharm.D. program. There hasn't been room.

Our College of Pharmacy Curriculum Committee began the process of re-engineering our Pharm.D. program in
February of 2005. Bloom's Taxonomy, which identifies key terminal competencies and antecedent requisite knowledge
and skill sets, is a key tool in this all-embracing process. In the fall of 2005, the Curriculum Committee presented a new
three year pre-pharmacy curriculum to the College of Pharmacy faculty. The faculty voted unanimously to adopt and
require the new 3 year pre-pharmacy curriculum by the fall of 2009. Some of the material that was once covered and
reviewed in the 1st year of the professional program has now been placed in the new 3 year pre-pharmacy curriculum.

The re-engineering of the 4 year professional program is continuing. The new professional curriculum will be ready for implementation by the fall of 2009.
A key centerpiece will be a new 6 semester Pharmacy Care Laboratory sequence that will allow students to begin pragmatic “hands-on” training immediate-
ly upon entry into the professional program. This new approach will allow students to begin to assimilate knowledge and principles, in a pragmatic and applied
manner, much earlier in the curriculum. New afore-mentioned topics will be covered in much greater detail. Computer simulations will also be used to a greater
degree which will better prepare our students before “live-patient” rotations begin.

Workstation capacity in our Pharmacy Care Laboratory has increased from 14 to 48 stations. We have a simulated community pharmacy that will allow our
students to design and operationalize such important principles as workflow design, patient counseling methodologies, inventory control, personnel
management, etc. We will also have a patient assessment/education area, hospital IV room, mock hospital room with computerized mannequins/patients, and
a group demonstration area. We truly expect that these curricular and facility improvements will greatly enhance the abilities of our students upon graduation.
This will translate into enhanced pharmaceutical care for the citizens of Louisiana and beyond.

Longue vie et prospérité.

Lamar Pritchard, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Pharmacy

Message from the Dean
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ULM College of Pharmacy assistant
professor Dr. Ronda L. Akins was
recently listed as a site coordinator for
her contribution in a study entitled
Daptomycin Versus Standard Therapy for Bacteremia and
Endocarditis Caused by Staphylococcus aureus published by
the New England Journal of Medicine. Dr. Akins is an infec-
tious disease specialist. 

Akins contributed largely to the study by enrolling and eval-
uating patients over a 28 to 42 day span. The international
study was conducted at several hundred test sites throughout
the U.S. and Europe. Akins’ site was based in Amarillo, Texas.

She was the only pharmacist to be named a site coordinator
in this large trial.

“I was very fortunate to be a part of this landmark study. This
was the first study of its design to fully compare a new drug to
standard treatment in Endocarditis,” says Akins.

The purpose of the study was to
determine if a new drug daptomycin
would be more beneficial for the
treatment of Staphylococcus aureus, a

bacterium that can cause infection of the heart and blood, than
standard therapies.

“From the results of the study the FDA approved the new
antibiotic (daptomycin) for use in those infections which
proves to be beneficial to patients by providing more treatment
options,” says Akins.

Her current research projects are at the pre-clinical stage
(basic laboratory research). They consist of evaluating various
antibiotic regimens against bacteria that demonstrate resistance
to multiple antibiotics.

The study outcome is listed in the August 17, 2006, issue of
the New England Journal of Medicine. For online viewing,
please go to www.content.nejm.org.

College of Pharmacy Assistant Professor Recognized in
The New England Journal of Medicine

Alumni Events

• Bienville Ribbon Cutting TBA

• March 29, 2007 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.       
ULM Student Union Auditorium
William M. Bourn Lecture Series: Billy Tauzin, CEO PhRMA
Reception immediately following

• March 22, 2007 6:30 p.m.
Baton Rouge: COP Alumni Association meeting
DeAngelo’s Restaurant located on 7970 Jefferson Highway
Hope to see you there!

• April 27, 2007 11:00 a.m.
Frenchman’s Bend Golf Course
ULM COP Golf Tournament
Couchon De Lait immediately following at our new pharmacy building
*Please visit our website at 
http://rxweb.ulm.edu/pharmacy/golf/tournament07.html

• April 27-28, 2007
Dean's Advisory Council Conference

For more information contact: Joellen Lee at (318) 342-3285
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know that I need to
focus. I think the
determination comes
from all my years of
competing.”

As far as skiing goes,
she is simply trying to
keep her skills active
while pursuing her Pharm.
D. “Pharmacy school is my
first priority right now, and in the
meantime, I practice my tricks and
jumps just to maintain all my progress in the sport.”

In 2006 alone, Regina was named by the Women’s
Sports Foundation “Sportswoman of the Year” Finalist,

International Water Ski Federation and USA Water Ski
Athlete of the Year, ranked 1st Overall in the U21

U.S. Open in Okahumpa, FL, and ranked 3rd in
Jump at the World Cup in Eniskillen, Ireland.

From the looks of it, she seems to be
maintaining quite well.

After completing her degree, Jaquess
could possibly see herself back in her home
town of Destin, Florida, managing her own
pharmacy while continuing to ski and coach

competitively. Nevertheless, she could not
commit to any definite plans. “There is so

much out there that I still haven’t explored, and
there is so much I still want to learn. Who knows

what my future will hold.”
Competitive water skiing and pharmacy school, they go

together like oil and water, but Regina Jaquess makes it
“miscible” everyday. 

Alumni Events
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Tricks of the Trade
A student with many talents

egina Jaquess was about to embark on the challenge of a
lifetime. There were only six contestants left before it was her
chance to shine, to prove to the world that she was deserving of
the World Slalom and & Overall Water Skiing Championship
title, an honor amateur skiers can only dream about.

Like the other athletes, she was fitting in some last minute
stretches and preparations to make her mark in the history of the
sport. However, she was also preparing to make her mark on the
dreaded pharmaceutics test she was scheduled to take in less than
24 hours. As she nervously awaited her turn, she tried to review
in her mind as much information about emulsions, suspensions,
and pharmaceutical formulations as she could. Now that’s multi-
tasking at its finest.

Growing up in a family of skiers, it’s no wonder Jaquess want-
ed to be a part of the world in the water. She slipped on her first
pair of skis at age two and there was no stopping her
from that point on, literally. “I couldn’t even swim
yet, but I put on a life jacket and loved it. From
then on, I just kept taking the sport to the next
level.” 

By the time she was eighteen, Jaquess
had managed to capture the US Open
Overall Title, the point guard position on
her high school basketball team and the
coveted honor of senior prom queen. With
the honors piling up in her favor,
prominent names like Chevy, Mastercraft,
Bowflex, and Speedo quickly signed up to be on
“Team Jaquess.”

“It made me feel like a superstar when they started
asking if they could sponsor me, instead me having to ask for
their support,” she said.

When it came time to think about colleges, no university could
compete with ULM and its famed water ski program. However,
she knew that an education would fill an eternal void that water
skiing could not.

Jaquess says, “I knew I couldn’t ski forever and that I had to
have a backup plan. I wanted to major in something that dealt
with the human body, and biology was my first choice.”

After quickly learning that biology was not for her, she leaned
toward the major of Pre-pharmacy. She was accepted into the

ULM’s pharmacy
program, an honor in
which she credits her
competitive nature.

Jaquess is now
tackling her second
year of pharmacy
school and as expect-
ed, the challenges are
daily. “I don’t get
discouraged when I
don't do well on a
test; it just lets me

The Morris & Dickson Co. of Shreveport, LA
recently donated a gift in the amount of
$200,000 to the ULM College of Pharmacy. The
company wishes to earmark this gift to provide
scholarship funding for our students who are in
need financial assistance as a result of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. We are very
thankful to the Morris & Dickson Company for
their generous contribution and for their
support of our program.

R

Thank you!
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Development News

= $20,000

Goal = $10,000,000
*scale subject to change
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The Pension Protection Act
of 2006 was passed and signed
by the President last year to
ensure a more secure future for
the rapidly growing number of
retirees in our nation. It
includes several important
features, such as: requiring
greater stability for pension
plans, making available more information to workers about
the performance of their retirement accounts, providing
greater access to professional advice, and moving
retirement opportunities in a direction to allow greater
control over one’s future. 

One particular feature of this legislation is of special inter-
est to your College of Pharmacy. You can now make a lifetime
gift to the ULM Foundation for the College of Pharmacy
using funds from your IRA without paying taxes on your
distributions! 

Since the amount withdrawn and donated does not add to
your adjusted gross income, the impact of a gift from that
source is especially significant. Normally you would be
required to start drawing on your IRA at age 701/2 and pay
income taxes on all withdrawals. Now you can support your
College up to $ 100,000 by utilizing your IRA, which allevi-
ates you from paying income taxes on the amount donated or
your family paying taxes on it if left in your estate.

Important points about the Pension Protection Act of 2006:

• You must be 701/2 years old or older.
• The gift cannot exceed $100,000.
• The gift must be a direct transfer from the IRA to the ULM

College of Pharmacy Foundation.
• The gift must be made before December 31, 2007.

Maximize the benefits of your IRA dollars and witness
the difference your generosity can make in the lives of
pharmacy students by taking advantage of this fantastic
new opportunity.

For those who are retired, nearing retirement, or simply
planning for the future, please see how you can further save
in taxes or have increased income by visiting our estate and
gift planning website at http://gifts.ulm.edu or contact me at
(318) 342-3621 - wbourn@ulm.edu or Anne Lockhart at
(318) 342-5426 lockhart@ulm.edu to find out more about
such programs. 

As always, thanks from all of us!

Bill Bourn 
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Amal Khalil Kaddoumi, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Basic Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

I came from University of Washington in
Seattle, Washington. I had a postdoctoral
fellowship in the School of Pharmacy,
Pharmaceutics department. The work I did
was related to finding novel approaches to
enhance drugs delivery into the central
nervous system.

Interest:
My research interest is to investigate the role of membrane-
associated drug transporters in the distribution of drugs and
endogenous compounds across blood-brain and blood-
cerebrospinal fluid barrier. These barriers limit delivery of
pharmacological agents, such as drugs used in the treatment
of cancer, AIDS and epilepsy, into the central nervous system.
My goal is to develop innovative ways to improve drugs
delivery into the CNS.
What I do for fun:
I enjoy outdoor activities like camping and hiking. I like to
read and listen to music for relaxation.

Jeffrey Evans,  Pharm D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Clinical and 
Administrative Sciences

I came to ULM from South University School of Pharmacy in
Savannah, Georgia, where I was an Assistant Professor of
Pharmacy Practice for three years. I graduated from the
University of Florida College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
with a B.S in Chemistry and the University of Florida College
of Pharmacy with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree. I completed
a primary care residency at Texas Tech University Health
Science Center in Amarillo.  
Interest:
My current research involves improving student assessment
tools, as well as conducting research in the areas of cardiovas-
cular and viral medication utilization.

All About Us....
What I do for fun:
I spend my free time with my wonderful wife Dr. Emily

Evans, my wonderful new baby, and my two cats. As time
permits I am an avid video game player.

Shannon D. Banks
Instructor, Toxicology 
Department of Toxicology

I recently joined the ULM faculty in
January 2007 as an Instructor of
Toxicology.  I am originally from Crossett,
Arkansas, and obtained my B.S. in
Toxicology from ULM in '95 and my M.S.
in Pharmaceutical Sciences in '98. Prior to
my employment at ULM, I worked as an
Environmental Toxicologist for Eli Lilly and Company in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Interests:
I have conducted Environmental Toxicology studies
(Cymbalta®, Cialis®, Strattera®) and prepared
Environmental Risk Assessments to support pharmaceutical
registrations. 
What I do for fun:
My hobbies include hunting, fishing, and anything that has to
do with the Arkansas Razorbacks (Go Hogs!).  I am very
excited to be back at ULM!    

Roxie Stewart, Pharm D.
Instructor, Pharmacy Care Laboratory
Department of Clinical and
Administrative Sciences

I received my BS in Pharmacy from ULM
in 1990. I recently completed my Doctor of
Pharmacy degree from the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences (2006). I
have worked in the field of Hospital
Pharmacy for the past 16 years. (North
Monroe and Glenwood Regional Medical Center)
Interests:
I am currently an instructor in the new Pharmacy Care Lab,
which I, in part, helped design, and I also teach a Hospital
Pharmacy elective course. I am very excited about our new
COP home, especially the Pharmacy Care Lab. I am also the
Chair of the Space Utilization Committee within the College
of Pharmacy.
What I do for fun:
I enjoy anything that involves my children. “They keep me
young”!

Emily Evans, Pharm. D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Clinical and
Administrative Sciences

I received my Pharm.D. degree from the University of Florida
in 2002, and completed a Pharmacy Practice Residency with
an Emphasis on Community Care at Texas Tech University
Health Sciences Center in (Amarillo) in 2003. I then went to
work as an Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice at South
University School of Pharmacy in Savannah, Georgia, for
three years. Now I am based out of our Shreveport satellite
campus and have a practice site at LSUHSC Family
Medicine.  
Interests:
My practice/research interests include diabetes, asthma,
women's health, and pain management.  
What I do for fun:
When I am not playing with my 3-month-old daughter, I enjoy
swimming and needlepoint.

Anthony Walker
Manager, Pharmacy Care Laboratory
Department of Clinical and
Administrative Sciences

I’m a registered pharmacist and also hold a degree in clinical
laboratory science. I have worked the last seven years as a
certified poison specialist with The Louisiana Poison Control
Center. 
What I do for Fun:
I enjoy fishing, camping, gardening and almost anything that
would keep me out of the house. My passion is keeping my
wife and children happy.

Keith E. Jackson, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Basic Pharmaceutical
Sciences

I am originally from Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. I attended Southern University,
where I received a pre-Medicine/Biology
B.S. degree. I attended graduate school at
the University of North Texas Health
Sciences Center in Fort Worth, Texas. I
completed a two year post-doc at Tulane University HSC in
New Orleans, where I was an instructor of Physiology for one
year before joining the faculty here in the College of
Pharmacy as an Assistant Professor of Pharmacology. 

All About Us.... (continued)

Interests:
My research interests lie in studying whole animal integrative
physiology with an emphasis on hypertension. The goal of our
research studies is to understand the controlling mechanisms,
which lead to the development and maintenance of an
elevation in mean arterial pressure in hypertensive patients
and subsequent end-organ cardiovascular and renal damage.
What I do for Fun:
My selfish interests center on spending quality time with the
family, traveling and doing children friendly activities. In
addition I also enjoy restoring older model cars. 

Roy C. Parish, Pharm. D., B.C.P.S
Clinical and Administrative Sciences

I earned the Pharm.D. degree in 1985, during which time I
was awarded the Terrence Flynn Memorial Award for
Outstanding Pharm.D. Student and shared the Kenneth Finger
Award for Excellence in Pharmacy Research. A research fel-
lowship at the Gainesville Veterans Administration
Medical Center followed. I am a licensed pharmacist in
Louisiana, Georgia, and Florida, and I am specialty board
certified in Pharmacotherapy and Clinical Pharmacology.

I am currently a tenured professor in the College of Pharmacy
of ULM and hold the Tom and Mayme Scott Endowed Chair
of Clinical Pharmacy Research, with adjunct appointment in
the Department of Medicine, LSU School of Medicine
(Shreveport).
Interests:
My current research is divided between investigation of
inflammatory cytokines in cardiovascular disease and the
mathematical modeling of pharmacokinetic systems.
What I do for Fun:
In my leisure time, I enjoy landscape and architectural
photography and playing the piano.

The ULM College of Pharmacy is bonded together by a
group of students, faculty, staff and alumni dedicated to
ensuring the continued success of our pharmacy program.
Over the past year, we have added several new additions to
our family of faculty members and would love to share a
little about each of them with you.

BRAIN TWISTERS AND MIXERS:

THAT THAT IS IS THAT THAT IS NOT IS NOT IS IT IT IS

The challenge is to punctuate this to make complete sentences

The answer: 
That that is, is. That that is not, is not. Is it? It is.



The College of Pharmacy Alumni Association
Stay Connected, Stay Committed!
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Faculty
Dr. Roxie Stewart, Clinical and Administrative Sciences, has
earned a Pharm.D degree from the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences.

Dr. Paul Sylvester, Basic Pharmaceutical Sciences, has recent-
ly had an article entitled “Tocotrienol Inhibits ErbB3-depend-
ent PI3K/Akt Mitogenic Signaling in of Neoplastic Mammary
Epithelial Cells” in the 2006 issue of Cell Proliferation. He has
written three chapters for three different text books which
include: Targeting the PI3K/PDK/Akt Signaling Pathway in
Anticancer Therapy in Trends in Signal Transduction
Research, Mechanisms Mediating Vitamin E-Induced
Apoptosis in Mouse Mammary Tumors in New Cell Apoptosis
Research, and Vitamin E and Apoptosis in Vitamins and
Hormones.

Dr. Lesa Lawrence and Justin Sherman, Clinical and
Administrative Sciences, and several other ULM alumni and
faculty members had an article entitled “Total and Component
Health Care Costs in a Non-Medicare HMO Population of
Patients with and without Type 2 Diabetes and with and with-
out Macrovascular Disease” published in the September 2006
issue of Journal of Managed Care Pharmacy.

Seetharma D.S. Jois, Basic Pharmaceutical Sciences, recently
had an article entitled “Cell Adhesion and Drug Targeting”
published in the 2006 issue of Current Pharmaceutical Design.

Dr. Ann McMahon Wicker, Clinical and Administrative
Sciences, recently received the designation of a Board Certified
Pharmacotherapy Specialist (BCPS). She successfully passed
an exam administered given by the Board of Pharmaceutical
Specialist.

Dr. Loretta Lemoine, adjunct assistant professor, recently
received the designation of a Board Certified
Pharmacotherapy Specialist (BCPS). She successfully passed
an exam administered given by the Board of Pharmaceutical
Specialist.

Dr. David Caldwell, Dr. Kelly Jaubert, Dr. Michelle Zagar,
and Dr. Justin Sherman, Clinical and Administrative
Sciences, recently published Considerations for Generic Drug
Use in the Elderly in Pharmacy Times.

Dr. Hillary Tice, Clinical and Administrative Sciences, recent-
ly published “An Influenza Update” in the Louisiana Drug
Utilization Review Update.

Dr. Sandy Blake, Office of Outcomes Research and
Evaluation, contributed to a document published by the
Disease Association of America entitled “Predictive Modeling
Buyer’s Guide”.

Faculty, Staff, and Alumni Honors…….

Dr. Emily Evans, Clinical and Administrative Sciences,
recently had as article entitled. “Conscientious objection:  A
pharmacist’s right or professional negligence?” published in
the January 2007 issue of American Journal Health-System
Pharmacist. She also had a poster accepted for presentation at
APhA entitled “Pharmacy students’ knowledge and attitudes
regarding oral emergency contraception”, and another poster
accepted for presentation at ACCP entitled “The role of the
pharmacist in an ambulatory pain management clinic”. (This
poster was prepared by Dr. Evans and Dr. Tibb Jacobs also of
Clinical and Administrative Sciences).

WINTER 2007 – TOP 5
1. A protein called rhodopsin starts a chemical chain

reaction when light hits your eyes that lets you
see, and it's the fastest chemical reaction known.

2. Benedict Arnold began his pre-military career as a
pharmacist in New Haven, Connecticut, and he
sold such products as "pectoral Balsam-Honey"
and "Frances' Female Elixir” from 1771-1775.

3. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the famous
musician/composer, died in 1771 still early in his
career, and it was rumored that the cause of his
demise was by poisoning which was carried out by
a musical rival. 

4. Grape-Nuts cereal was advertised in its early years
as an aid to achieving and maintaining sobriety.
Currently, powered cudzu vine root is being touted
(and marketed) as a cure for the disease
“alcoholism”.

5. The ancient Greeks thought that eating cabbage
would cure a hangover, and the ancient Romans
thought that eating fried canaries would do the
same.

DID YOU KNOW?

Congratulations to “Gabriella Marie”

Winner of the Darndest Dog Contest!

Ed and Nancy Adams are the proud
owners of “Gabby.”

Gabby won us over with her tremendous
enthusiasm for her father’s alma mater,
ULM.

The ULM College of Pharmacy is ready to turn a new page in the book of history that precedes it.
The time has come to take our alumni program to the next level by forming our own ULM College
of Pharmacy Alumni Association.

With the addition of the COP Office of Development & Alumni Affairs, we are afforded the
opportunity to cultivate and further develop relationships with alumni and graduating students. It
is our wish to join the individual strengths and talents of alumni to form a group with the purpose
of strengthening and enhancing alumni relations within the COP.

This association council will consist of a core group of alumni charged with the task of foster-
ing professional relationships, promoting open communications, and stimulating interest
between the COP and its graduates. 

After graduation COP alumni scatter across Louisiana and the world. In order to reach all of
our targets, the Development & Alumni Affairs Office has produced a sectioned version of the
Louisiana map dividing the state into districts according to the Louisiana Pharmacists
Association Region breakout. The breakout will allow each district to be represented by two participating alumni. The divisions
applied to Louisiana and other states are not permanent, and will be subject to change upon the completion of the COP Alumni
Association infrastructure by its members. 

The COP Office of Development and Alumni Affairs is excited to be a part of the genesis of the ULM College of Pharmacy
Alumni Association and is looking forward to working with dedicated alumni to jump start our communication efforts. Please
help us to establish this important association by contacting:

Joellen Lee Bill Bourn
Director of Public Relations Dean Emeritus
and Alumni Relations Director of Development
(318) 342-3285 (318) 342-3621

Top 5 Reasons to join the ULM COP Alumni Association

1. To reunite and socialize with friends from pharmacy school through reunions and COP events
2. To assist the COP in procuring financial support for its invaluable pharmacy education program
3. To use personal talents and strengths to enhance all areas of the COP
4. To develop networking opportunities between fellow alumni and faculty
5. To become a part of a core group of individuals banned together that is committed to making a difference for ULM COP for

a lifetime.

University of Louisiana at Monroe

COLLEGEOLLEGE OF OF PHARMACYHARMACY

ENHANCING LOUISIANA’S HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT




