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Social Response Inventory 

LAST NAME ____________________________                      CWID  ___________________________

	In the course of our daily lives it is common to encounter people who are different than we are in some way.  The purpose of this inventory is to examine your reaction to different kinds of people in various social situations.  Please respond to each statement honestly; there are no right or wrong answers.  This survey is only for purposes of discussing areas of professional growth and development and WILL NOT be used to determine or deny your admission to the ULM Social Work major.  There are two parts; be sure to complete both parts as instructed.


	Part A:  Responding in Social Situations:   Please read each of these 48 statements carefully and respond by filling in the number on a 7-point scale that corresponds with the way you think you would most likely respond in the given social situation.  If the response on the left best describes you (Very Uncomfortable), fill-in circle 1 ; if the response on the right best describes you (Very Comfortable), fill-in circle 7.  If you think your response is somewhere between two statements, fill-in a number along the scale you think best indicates your most likely response.


1.  While attending a party hosted by a social group or club that some of your friends belong to, you notice that the people attending the party are from many racial and ethnic backgrounds.  How are you likely to feel about the multi-racial nature of the party?
                  Very

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very
                   Uncomfortable             1            2            3         4           5           6          7               Comfortable

2.  When you meet a likable person whom you think might become a good friend, how likely are you to pursue the friendship if the person’s religious beliefs are quire different than yours?

                  Very

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο          Very 
                 Likely                   1            2           3          4           5          6          7                Unlikely 
3.  If a group of your friends were discussing whether sexual orientation is determined by biological or environmental factors, your contribution to the discussion would be based on….

                     Specific 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο             Personal 
                  Information                  1             2           3          4           5           6          7                  Opinion 

4.  If a female voice announced on your airplane, “This is your captain speaking,” you are likely to react with a feeling of…

   
Confidence 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Anxiety 
                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7              

5.  At a friend’s home you are introduced to Tom who is quadriplegic and moves about in a motorized wheelchair.  How comfortable would you be if your friend asked you to sit next to Tom and help him with his meal?
                      Very

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very
                   Uncomfortable             1            2            3         4           5           6          7               Comfortable

6.  When you hear a friend whose opinions you typically respect using stereotypes to describe people of another cultural group (2ith words like lazy, stupid, stingy, pushy, etc.), you are likely to…

              Notice the 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο          Not notice the 
                 Stereotype                     1           2           3           4           5          6         7               Stereotype

7.  If you and your family were considering moving into a new home or apartment, would you consider a neighborhood where most people earn much less money than you?

  
Definitely Yes
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Definitely not
                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7              
8.  If a friend of yours invites you to join her in helping with recreational activities at a retirement home on a Sunday afternoon, you would be inclined to…

Go Along 
 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Not go along  
                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7              
9.  If you see a bi-racial couple holding hands in your local shopping mall, you are likely to feel…


       Very

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very
                   Uncomfortable             1            2           3         4           5           6          7               Comfortable

10. If a star athlete on a local sports team refused to play in a championship game because it was scheduled at a time that would cause him to violate his religious convictions, you would be most likely to think that…


 He is too 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο             His spiritual commitment
                   Inflexible                        1            2          3           4           5           6          7                 is refreshing
11.  If a friend told you he is gay, and you were the first person he had every “come out” to,  you would likely …


Pull away from
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Deepen the
                 the relationship              1            2          3         4           5           6          7                  relationship 

12.  You are friends with a couple with very young children, and both of your friends work outside the home.  You are very likely to support their view that the roles of the housecleaning and caring for the children should be…


Primarily the 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Shared equally by 
                 mother’s job                   1            2           3         4           5           6          7                  both parents 
13.  As part of a service-learning project you have been assigned to a day care center for developmentally disabled adults.  How comfortable do you think you will be interacting with these adults?


     Very

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very
                   Uncomfortable             1            2           3         4           5           6          7               Comfortable
14.  When you are shopping and overhear a group of people speaking a language other than English, you typically…


 Become 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Enjoy hearing 

                   irritated                       1            2           3         4           5           6          7                  their language 
15.  While discussing your goals for the future, a career counselor asks you about your understanding of the typical salaries and social status of several occupations that interest you.  You respond by saying that your personal knowledge of the potential income and prestige of these fields is…


Very thorough  
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Very limited    
                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7        
16.  If you were enrolled in a college class comprised primarily of young people, with the exception of one or two older students, one of which asks lots of questions of the professor, how would you likely feel about the older student asking the questions?


Irritated
 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Pleased  
                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7      
17. If you were to run across an article on race relations in a well-respected newspaper, what would you be inclined to do?

     
Read It 
 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Ignore It  
                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7  
18.  You and a group of friends are discussing religion.  One of your friends asks you to explain the differences in the beliefs of several world religions.  How easy or difficult would this be for you to do?

Very easy   
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Very difficult 

                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7   
19.  If you heard of a violent crime (assault or murder) directed t a person because of his or her homosexual orientation, what would you be more likely to think?

               Criminal penalties 
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο            Homosexuals do not deserve 
                should be increased         1          2            3           4           5          6          7               any special treatment or 
             for hate crimes                                                                                                             protection       
             against homosexuals
20.  You and a friend are discussing the roles of men and women, and your friend believes that discrimination against women is no longer a problem in American Society.  Your most likely response is to…


Agree strongly 
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Disagree strongly

                 with your friend   
     1          2           3           4           5          6          7            with your friend

21.  A disabled friend who is moving to your area asks you for information about the availability of support services from government agencies and private programs.  You respond by telling her that you know…


A lot about these 
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Very little about 

                 services    
                      1          2           3           4           5          6          7              these services 

22.  A small group of people from another country moves into your neighborhood or apartment complex and continues to practice some customs that seem very unusual to you.  You are most likely to feel that they should…


Abandon their  
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Maintain their

                 old ways   
   
    1          2           3           4           5          6          7             customs 

23.  One of your closest friends has a new romantic interest.  Your opinion of this person is likely to be…


Greatly influenced  
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Not influenced at all by the kind 

                  by the kind of car    
   1          2           3           4           5           6           7            of car the he/she drives 

he/she drives

24.  If you were listening to a radio talk show and heard a guest supporting a proposed law to require all Americans to retire at age 62, would you be able to articulate two reasons why the proposed law should not be passed?  


Definitely  yes
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Definitely no 




  1          2           3           4           5          6          7  
25.  If you were to read a newspaper article that discussed the changing ethnic diversity of your neighborhood, you would most likely respond by feeling…

Concerned and  
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Pleased and appreciative 

frightened                      1          2           3           4           5          6          7  
26.  You are talking with a woman from another country who notices that there are many places of religious worship in your town.  She asks you to explain the differences in the beliefs of some of the congregations.  How easy would this be for you?


Very easy   
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Very difficult 

                                                         1          2           3           4           5          6          7
27.  If you and your friends were discussing gays and lesbians in American society, the position you would be most likely to take is that…

      Our society is  becoming         Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Not enough is being

     too accepting of homo-               1          2           3           4           5          6          7              done to accept gays and lesbians into 

     sexuality as a lifestyle.                                                             


     American society
28.  If you were in a doctor’s office waiting room and saw an article featured on the cover of a major news magazine about the latest research findings on male and female roles in American society you would be inclined to…


Look for another   
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Read the article


article to read               1          2           3           4           5          6          7  
29.  A close relative near your own age has recently become physically disabled and asks for information about some of the obstacles he is likely to face in pursuing his career goal.  Without doing any additional research…


You could easily  
 Ο     Ο    Ο     Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           You would struggle to provide information


provide information       1              2           3           4            5          6           7  
30.  A high school student has a report to write on other cultures and comes to you for help.  If she were to ask you to describe the values, the history, and the customs of at least two cultures other than your own, would you be able to do it?

Definitely  not
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Definitely  yes 




  1          2           3           4           5          6          7
31.  You are in a clothing store to purchase something new to wear.  In trying to make a choice between a designer label and a less expensive alternative, to what degree will your decision be affected by your consideration of what your friends will think about your choice?

        Greatly affected by what   
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Not affected at all by

       they might think      
   1          2           3           4           5           6           7            what they might think

32.  You move into an apartment complex that houses people of all ages.  In addition to some of your friends, there are often several elderly people sitting around the pool during the afternoons.  How likely are you to want to spend time talking with these senior adults?


Very likely 

 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Very unlikely



    
   1          2           3           4           5           6           7            

33.  If you were in a restaurant with several of your friends and one of them told an ethnic joke in reference to one of your servers, you tendency would be to…


Confront your friend  
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Laugh and join in the fun



                      1          2           3           4           5          6          7   
34.  When you think about most of your friends, you realize that…

You have similar    
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           You have differing religious beliefs


religious beliefs              1            2           3           4           5          6          7
35.  The knowledge that a candidate running in a local school board election is in a committed same-sex relationship…


Would prevent   
 Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο           Would not be a major factor

                 you from voting for     
   1          2           3           4           5           6           7              in your decision about whom 

                 the person regardless                                                                                                  to vote for

                 of other issues 

36.  If someone were to ask you to explain why there are often differences in the earnings for males and females in the same career field, would you be able to do it?

  
Definitely not 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Definitely yes
                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
37.  You are listening to an argument between two “experts” on a TV talk show about the role of society in helping persons with severe mental disorders.  You would agree with the argument that programs, services, and financial support to help people like this reach their full potential should…


Be increased 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Not be increased 
                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
38.  If you received an invitation from a neighbor to attend a cultural celebration that is unfamiliar to you (such as Cinco de Mayo, Kwanzaa, Chinese New Year, or the like), what would you be inclined to do?


Attend 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Not attend 
                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
39.  When you are around people who are either much richer or much poorer than you are, how do you typically feel?


Very comfortable
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very uncomfortable

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
40.  You and a friend are discussing the sex lives of older adults.  You find the idea of people in their 70s and 80s being sexually active…


Pleasing 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Disgusting 

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
41.  A friend comments to you that a person’s ethnicity is a major determining factor in their intellectual capacity and interests.  Do you agree or disagree with your friend?


Strongly agree
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Strongly disagree 
                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7  
42.  When you attend a ceremony or worship service of a religious tradition other than your own, how do you feel?


Very comfortable
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very uncomfortable

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
43.  At a local college campus a speaker who favors legalizing same-sex marriage makes a statement that there are legal benefits available to married couples that are not available to same-sex partners.  How easy or difficult would it be for you to name some of these legal battles?


Very easy 

Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very difficult 

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
44.  If a friend indicates to you that she/he wants to go into a career that has been historically associated with members of the opposite sex (such as a male wanting to become a nurse or a female wanting to be a career military officer), you would most likely be…


Encouraging 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Discouraging 

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
45.  You are serving on a selection committee to hire a new recreational director at a local community center.  How reluctant would you be to support the hiring of the most experienced  applicant if you learned that the person is hearing impaired?


Very reluctant 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Not reluctant at all 

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
46.  You and a group of friends are planning a trip to another country during your summer vacation.  How much time do you think you will spend reading about the history, customs, and values of the country you will be visiting?


A great deal of 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Very little time 

                 time                                1           2           3          4           5          6          7
47.  If you received a questionnaire in the mail that asked you to identify the approximate annual income that is needed for a family of four to avoid being classified below the poverty level, would you be able to do it?


Definitely not 
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο              Definitely yes  

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
48.  Your parents are discussing the fact that Congress recently voted to end the social security penalty for some retired Americans who would like to continue working.  How much pertinent information about this issue can you contribute to the conversation?


A lot           
Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο    Ο               None             

                                                         1           2           3          4           5          6          7
	Personal Thoughts…..Sometimes when completing questionnaires like this one you have reactions, thoughts, or feelings you would like to share.  Please use the space below to add any additional comments you may have:

	

	Part B:  Personal Reaction Inventory (used by permission):  Listed below are a number of statements concerning personal attitudes and traits.  Read each item and decide whether the statement is TRUE or FALSE as it pertains to you personally.  Fill in your response.  And remember!  There are NO “correct” answers!  


Ο T       Ο F
  1. I never hesitate to go out of my way to help someone in trouble.

Ο T       Ο F
  2. I sometimes feel resentful when I don’t get my way. 

Ο T       Ο F
  3. My table manners at home are as good as when I eat out in a restaurant.

Ο T       Ο F
  4. On a few occasions, I have given up doing something because I thought too little of my ability.

Ο T       Ο F
  5. I like to gossip at times.

Ο T       Ο F
  6. There have been times when I felt like rebelling against people in authority, even though I knew



       they were right. 

Ο T       Ο F
  7. No matter who I’m talking to, I’m always a good listener.

Ο T       Ο F
  8. I can remember “playing sick” to get out of something.

Ο T       Ο F
  9. There have been occasions when I took advantage of someone.

Ο T       Ο F
 10. I’m always wiling to admit it when I make a mistake.

Ο T       Ο F
 11. I sometimes try to get even rather than forgive and forget.

Ο T       Ο F
 12. I  am always courteous, even to people who are disagreeable.

Ο T       Ο F
 13. At times I have really insisted on having things my own way.

Ο T       Ο F
 14. There have been occasions when I felt like smashing things.

Ο T       Ο F
 15. I never resent being asked to return a favor.

Ο T       Ο F
 16. I have never become irritated or upset when people expressed ideas very different from my own.

Ο T       Ο F
 17. I never make a long trip without checking the safety of my car.

Ο T       Ο F
 18. There have been times when I was quite jealous of the good fortune of others.

Ο T       Ο F
 19. I am sometimes irritated by people who ask favors of me. 

Ο T       Ο F
 20. I have never deliberately said something that hurt someone’s feelings.

	Reactions or comments?  Write them here!
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