
About 30% of the students admitted to ULM between fall 1999 and spring 2004 declared majors in allied health fields. More and 
more students are choosing those career paths. 

physician’s office, sales rep or public health group––
and be mentored by one or two people in the organi-
zation,” Dolecheck explained. 

“They’ll see first-hand what an administrator of a 
nursing home, for example, does on a day-to-day basis 
and what problems they face.”

But it’s more than just observation. Students will 
be asked to put their own problem-solving skills to 
work. “We will ask a student to identify a situation or 
challenge in the internship agency and present a solu-
tion,” Dolecheck said. The approach will be presented 
on-campus as part of the health studies program and 
to the agency itself.

Dolecheck, who has taught in the occupational 
therapy program at ULM for 11 years, expresses her 
excitement about a new challenge. “I had just com-
pleted my Ph.D, and this was something new and 
fresh that I needed. There are a lot of parallels—health 
studies is very similar to occupational therapy. I began 
designing a mission and a philosophy and research-
ing other health studies programs. ULM presented me 
with the option. I took it and ran with it.”

Dolecheck’s background includes volunteer stints 
in hospitals and clinics where she watched physi-
cal therapists and occupational therapists work with 
patients. Then she studied at LSU Medical School in 
New Orleans. “I loved it. I became fascinated with the 
fact that you can teach someone how to use one arm 
to get dressed or to work with a baby to make sure the 
baby develops appropriately.”

During a job in an acute-care hospital in Baton 
Rouge, she discovered her passion––working with 
infants with disabilities. “Most of my caseload was 
single moms from low-income families. I loved teach-
ing them to work with their babies.”

Now she’s turned that enthusiasm to the new health 
studies program. “I’ve had a lot of contact with many 
faculty members over the summer. There’s strong inter-
est inside and outside the College of Health Sciences. 
It’s definitely going to be attractive for students in 
every part of the university.”

www.ulm.edu University of Louisiana Monroe  23
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Michael 
Camille,  

associate  
professor of 

geosciences, is 
creating a pipe-

line GIS for north 
Louisiana that 

companies will 
be able to use to 

reduce the risk of 
pipeline-related 

disasters.

ULM Alumni Association
2007-08 Executive Committee  
and Board of Directors

Past-president:  
J. B. (Bart) Dornier (BBA’85)

President:  
Paul H. Wilkening (BA’83, MA ‘85) 

President-elect:  
T.J. Shuflin (BS ‘75)

Vice-president:  
Ronald D. (Ron) Bush (BS’89)

Secretary-treasurer:  
Thomas H. (Tom) Deal (BA ’74)

Regional Vice Presidents:
Area 1 : 	 Vacant
Area 2 :	 Ivan Landry (BS ’91)
Area 3 : 	 Philip W. (Phil) Dixon (BA ’87, MA ’89)
Area 3A:	Laurinda Jordan Crenshaw (BA ’85, MA ’87)
Area 4 : 	 Mary Hardee Barnard (BS ’90) 
	 Lisa Boggs (BA ’85)
Area 5:	 Lisa Cox (BA ’83, Med ’85) 
	 Bobbye Fletcher Earle (BS ‘61)
Area 6 : 	 Traci James Canterbury (BBA ’89) 
	 W. Paul Ledford, Jr. (BBA ’77, MBA ’80) 
	 Jeremy Moore (BBA ’00, MBA ‘02)  
 	 Missy Adams (BA ’85, MA ’87) 
	 Toni Bacon (BA ’94)
Area 7 : 	 Lisa Haile (BS ’86) 
 	 Todd Landrum (BBA ’74)
Area 8 :	 Ronald “Scott” Higginbotham  
	 (BS ’85, MS ’89)

Alumni Association  
Welcomes Newest  
Life Members
Charles Adams

Terry Aucoin

Gary Dante

Debrah Davis

Deidra Farr

James Folston

Carolyn Garrett

Dwight Grubbs

Matt Hardie

Bill Herod

William Kaliebe

Dean Macheras

Linda Macheras

Evelyn Matheny

Royce Matheny

Frank Maxwell, III

Paul Meaux

Rodney Messina

Mark Mitchell

David Tolliver

David Turrentine

Sidney Wilhite

Michael Wong

1949

Kathryn Norwood Koehler ’49 
resides in Roanoke, Vir., where 
she is on the Board of Directors 
of Opera Roanoke and presi-
dent of the Roanoke Valley 
Branch of the American 
Association of University 
Women. She served as editor  
of the student newspaper, The 
Pow Wow, from 1948-49.

1959

David Edward Tschabold Jr. ’59 
is a retired special education 
teacher with the East Carroll 
Parish School System. He lives 
in Lake Providence.

1962

Donnavae Hughes ’62 is now 
retired and living in a retire-
ment residence with great travel 
benefits which she is using to 
travel and visit all over the USA 
and Canada.

1964

John M. Stovall Jr. ‘64, DDS, 
has been awarded the presti-
gious Texas Dentist of the Year 
at the Texas Academy of 
General Dentistry’s annual Lone 
Star Dental Conference in 
Austin. He has been in private 
practice in Crockett, Tex., for 38 
years.

1967

Virginia Brown Kalinowski ’67 
has been promoted to vice 
president of administrative 
services for the Builder Services 
and Major Accounts Divisions 
of Fidelity National Title 
Insurance Company. She and 
husband Jerry live in Placentia, 
Calif.
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1968

Lawrence “Larry” Robinson ’68, 
’73 and Elizabeth “Ann” Green 
‘72 celebrated their 38th 
wedding anniversary on July 
13, 2006, and the birth of their 
second grandson Jacob Laurent 
Garrison, born July 25, 2006. 
Their first grandson is 4-year-
old James Lawrence Garrison. 
They live in Cordova, Tenn.

1970

William Edward “Ed” Davis BA 
’70, BBA ’77 and wife Betty 
Davis BA ‘78 recently moved to 
the Austin area from the 
Houston area. They live in 
Cedar Park, Texas.

1971

Patsy Cicala ’71 has retired from 
the New York School System to 
take a position with the Indian 
River School District in 
Delaware. He and wife Diane 
live in Milton, Del. 

Lindberg Hebert ’71 is a 
pharmacist with CVS. He and 
wife Beverly have two grand-
children, Hunter and Haddox. 
They have three children, 
Heath, Adam and Sarah, and 
live in Denham Springs.

1972

Richard Cravatts BA ’72, MA ’73 
was recently named the 
founding director of Boston 
University’s Book and Magazine 
Publishing Certificate Program, 
offered by the university’s 
Center for Professional 
Education. 
	 He served as the first director 
of publications at the Kennedy 
School of Government at 
Harvard University from 1976-
78 and was the founding editor 
of the school’s magazine; he 
later served as director of public 
relations at Harvard’s School of 
Public Health.

www.ulm.edu University of Louisiana Monroe  25

Phyllis Gilmore ’72 graduated 
from medical school at LSU 
New Orleans after leaving NLU. 
She then practiced medicine for 
five years in the Southwest with 
the Indian Health Service before 
moving to Oregon where she is 
the only doctor in a small 
logging town in the mountains 
of northwest Oregon. She is 
married to James Baraiber and 
has a son Phillip. She has fond 
memories of NLU and can still 
taste the Johnnie’s Pizza across 
the street. Back then women 
could only wear slacks on 
special days!

For Jerry Chen (MS ’01 
Toxicology), one of the biggest 
challenges in his career is keeping 
ahead of the competition, which is 
big in China—the second largest 
pharmaceutical market in the 

world. To stay on top, Chen hopes to one day 
collaborate with ULM and its “excellent  
pharmacy school.”

“We always need to develop new pharmaceuti-
cal products to meet highly competitive markets. 
Due to Chinese pharmaceutical researching 
limitations, we hope to find several advanced 
researching partners to reach our goals ... I wish 
to have a chance to collaborate with ULM on 
these projects.”

Chen, who grew up in Shanghai, China, is the 
deputy president for the Medical Committee of 
Chinese Genetic Engineering and is the deputy 
general medical director for Shanghai Health Bio-
Engineering Co., Ltd.

In 2005, the Chinese Ministry of Health asked 
Chen to implement Chinese Genetic Engineering 
into clinical practical uses in hospitals. Chen 
agreed and in one year, he worked with more 
than 200 national institutes, top hospitals, large 
universities and high-tech biomedical companies.

In 2006, Chen led a professional team in 
establishing clinical bases in more than 100 top 
hospitals in China. Many of Chen’s clinical 
projects were accepted as national keystone 
initiatives.

Chen oversees more than $800 million in 
pharmaceutical and medical device sales per year.

“Certainly, ULM offered me professional, 
extensive, practical and the most advanced 
pharmaceutical education,” Chen said. “I espe-
cially appreciate my advisor, Dr. Benny Blaylock, 
who educated me not only in pharmaceuticals, 
but also highly professional attitudes.”



26 University of Louisiana Monroe www.ulm.edu

class notes
al

um
ni Daniel F. Jennings MBA ’72, a 

professor in the Industrial 
Distribution Program at Texas 
A&M University, has been 
appointed to the I. Andrew 
Rader Professorship in 
Industrial Distribution. He is 
director of the Department of 
Engineering Technology and 
Industrial Distribution’s 
Executive Master of Industrial 
Distribution Program. He joined 
the Dwight Look College of 
Engineering faculty in 1997. He 
was previously the Mays 
Professor of Entrepreneurship 
and Strategic Management at 
Baylor University. He is a 
registered professional engi-
neer in Texas.

1973

Aline Gossein BA ’73 completed 
her executive MBA at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario, 
in May 2003.

Dianne Hollis Lundy MEd ’73 
was recently named to Who’s 
Who Among American 
Teachers for the fourth time. 
She is retired after 33 years of 
teaching family and consumer 
science in Rapides Parish and  
is currently working on a book 
based on memoirs of her 
teaching experiences. She and 
husband Richard live in 
Pineville and have one son, 
Jonathan.

1974

Linda Diane Jean ’74 and 
Robert Louis Phillips were 
married on July 24, 2006, at the 
home of her sister Julie Jean 
Bricknell ’78 in Jackson, Mo. 
Linda is a retired Winn Parish 
fourth-grade teacher and Bob is 
retired from the freight busi-
ness. They enjoy traveling and 
decorating their new home in 
Jackson, Mo.

1976

Clark Colvin ‘76 has been hired 
as the accounting manager for 
a new facility being built by 
Craftmasters Manufacturing Inc. 
in Garland, Tex. 

Jeanie Shadoin Colvin ’77 is a 
fourth-grade teacher for Rockwell 
Independent School District.

Delores Deloach Rabalais ’76 
has been appointed principal  
of Riverside Elementary in 
Simmesport, a PreK-6 school 
with a student population of 
580.

1977

John P. Pierce, BS ‘77 is execu-
tive vice president of Mobile 
Enterprises, Inc. of Fort Worth. 
In a recent issue of Concrete 
Repair Bulletin, his company 
was spotlighted for receiving an 
“Award of Excellence” in the 
transportation category.

1979

Dorris Annette Brewer Beard 
’79 moved to Bentonville, Ark., 
after graduation to work as a 
reporter for the Benton County 
Democrat (now the Benton 
County Daily Record). She 
married in 1982 and had nine 
children, whom she educated at 
home. Two are in college, two 
are married, and the youngest 
are at home with her in Pea 
Ridge, Ark. She is now manag-
ing editor of the Times of 
Northeast Benton County, a 
weekly newspaper in Pea Ridge.

1981

Steven Breed ’81 was promoted 
to adult protection supervisor in 
2005 with the Department of 
Family and Protective Services 
after working 15 years for the 
state of Tex. He also remarried 
on Dec. 30, 2005. He and wife 
Jessica live in Angleton, Texas.

Connie Hill Hogrefe ’81 was 
promoted from pharmacy 
clinical specialist to pharmacy 
clinical manager for Lee 
Memorial Health System in Fort 
Myers, Fla. Her new job in-
volves managing the clinical 
programs for Lee Memorial 
Health System’s five campuses.

Vincent Marella ’81 received his 
Ph.D. from the University of 
Florida in May 2005. He was 
promoted to director of phar-
macy for Omnicare in New 
Jersey and is in charge of all 
state-run facilities. He has been 
with Omnicare for 15 years. He 
and his wife Barbara were 
married two years ago and he 
has stepchildren Brianne and  
TJ. They live in Wyckoff, N.J.

Charles Meador BS ’81, MEd ‘83 
has retired as principal of 
Caldwell Parish High School.  
He published a book of poetry 
titled Reflections of a Country 
Boy.

Charlene Morrison ’81 has  
been promoted to assistant 
principal of instruction at  
Linear Middle School in 
Shreveport, after teaching 
grades 4-8 for 25 years.

Loren 
Hayes 

 assistant profes-
sor of biology, 

recently secured a 
$130,846 National 

Science Founda-
tion grant that will 
allow students to 
gain international 
medical research 

through intern-
ships in Chile and 

Macronesia.
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1982

Pearlie “Pearl” Coleman Wise 
BA ‘82, MA ‘90 received the 
Special Olympics, Louisiana, 
Above and Beyond Award in 
2006 for her efforts in serving as 
the area director of the 
Louisiana Law Enforcement 
Torch Run. She and husband 
Willie live in Monroe.

1983

Robert Gregory Gibson ’83 and 
his wife Ursula have three boys, 
a 16-year old and twins, 14. He 
plays lots of golf and drives his 
ZO6 Vette. He is finishing his Ph.
D. in business administration. 
They live in Heidesheim, 
Germany, where he is a sales 
executive for for Lufthansa 
Systems.

Willie Hey ’83, former ULM 
basketball player, has written a 
book titled The Hawks’ Last 
Flight: Our Quest for a 
Championship. The book is a 
true story that chronicles the 
last basketball team that made 
the state playoffs from 
Marthaville (La.) High School. 
Hey graduated from Marthaville 
High in 1978.

Wanda Robinson Miller ’83 is 
the proud grandmother of 
Tierah Simone, 3, Jaden Amare, 
19 months, and Jordyn Dijour, 
17 months. She is a RN case 
manager for Catholic Charities 
in Fort Worth.

George Roberts ’83 retired from 
ULM as department head of 
Clinical Laboratory Science in 
2006 after 28 years of service to 
ULM. He is now the Dean of 
Health and Natural Sciences at 
South Arkansas Community 
College in El Dorado. He and 
wife Josie live in West Monroe 
and have five grandchildren.

Carolyn Tucker Van Sas ’83 is a 
special education teacher for 
the Round Rock (Tex.) 
Independent School District. 
She teaches PPCD (early 
childhood handicapped chil-
dren) along with typically 
developing children who are 
children of teachers. The 
students work and play togeth-
er in the same classroom. She 
and husband Barry live in 
Austin.

Sunil Kumar, who was born 
and raised in India, earned his 
B.S. in mechanical engineering 
at the prestigious Indian 
Institute of Technology. After 
graduating from ITT, Sunil 
wanted to earn his MBA at 
then-Northeast Louisiana 
University.

His father, a distinguished but poor scientist, 
borrowed money to fly his son to Monroe. “I 
couldn’t bear to add to his debt to pay for MBA 
tuition and living expenses,” Sunil said.

It turns out Sunil didn’t have to.
NLU offered Sunil a graduate assistantship in 

the computer center and waived his tuition. Sunil 
graduated in 1973.

Sunil credits his success today—he’s president 
and CEO of International Specialty Products in 
Wayne, N.J.—to “luck, faith, diligence and 
relevant intelligence.”

He describes “relevant intelligence” as 
reaching the right conclusions without all of 
the necessary information. “Also, I’ve often 
been helped by my wife’s intuition about ideas, 
people and risk levels in business approaches,” 
he said.

Sunil’s company, which produces specialty 
chemicals, mineral products and filter prod-
ucts, generates over $1.6 billion in annual 
revenue. Many of his competitors are 20 to 40 
times larger than his company, and that 
competition pushes Sunil to succeed.

Looking back at his experiences in Monroe, 
Sunil said, “ULM gave me an opportunity to 
mature as a person, and become more well-
rounded than who I was as an engineering 
undergraduate. Also, it enabled me to learn the 
American way in a friendly environment.”

Sunil continues to give back to ULM. In 2005 
he returned to the university to speak at ULM’s 
College of Business Symposium where he 
shared his experiences with ULM students.
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When Judy Zaunbrecher (‘69) 
and her husband Tim first 
started their own oil-related 
business, they worked out of a 
spare bedroom in their home. 
Now, they travel and conduct 
business all over the world.	
   Their newest adventure? 

Opening a winery in Tennessee. 
	 Judy, who grew up in Michigan, moved to 
Morgan City at the age of 13.

After graduation, then-Northeast Louisiana 
University offered her an academic scholarship, 
and an opportunity she otherwise could not have 
afforded, she said.

 “From my first year until my graduation, I 
changed from a person who wasn’t willing to 
step out of the box into someone who is eager to 
take on new challenges, knowing I will succeed. I 
have that confidence thanks to my experiences 
at ULM.”

 Judy helped grow her family’s small oil-
related business from a tiny operation into 
several larger companies that serve customers 
all around the globe. “Success in these 
businesses allowed us to broaden our vision 
and diversify,” she said. “I think that Tim and I 
were ready for a new career challenge. We 
were looking for something our children would 
enjoy participating in. We’ve always been 
impressed that most small wineries are family-
owned and operated.”

 After researching the industry, the feasibility 
of the wine business, and the suitability of 
their land, the Zaunbrechers planted their first 
grapevines three years ago. This summer, they 
plan to open Amber Falls Winery & Cellars, 
which will include a bed and breakfast, tea 
room, gift shop and tasting room, in Lewis 
County, Tenn. 

1984

Kathy Loe Elam ’84 graduated 
from Our Lady of the Lake 
University in May 2005 with a 
nursing degree and is now an 
RN at Our Lady of the Lake 
Regional Medical Center. She 
and husband Kirk Elam ‘82 live 
in Prairieville with their three 
children, Jason, 21, a senior at 
LSU, Chad, 18, a freshman at 
Baton Rouge Community 
College, and Ashley, 17, a 
senior at Dutchtown High 
School.

Alice Rachal Regan ’84 is now 
retired from her private practice 
as a licensed professional 
counselor in marriage and 
family counseling in Baton 
Rouge and is living in Monroe. 
Her husband Patrick is retired 
from BellSouth.

1985

Cathy Martin ’85 has given up 
her career as an instructor in 
the marketing department at 
the University of Akron to 
accompany husband Mark to 
Perth, Australia, for a 3-to-5 
year assignment as business 
development director for Koch 
Knight LLC. Their son Joshua, 
18, will attend the University of 
Western Australia. She looks 
forward to exploring her new 
environment and doing a lot of 
traveling before she goes back 
to teaching.

Randall Stevenson BS ’85 
accepted a position as an 
associate life and health actuary 
with the National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners in 
Kansas City, Mo., in August 
2005, and was promoted to 
chief life and health actuary in 
March 2006. He now manages 
the life and health actuarial 
section of the NAIC. He previ-
ously spent 7 years as an 
actuarial analyst with the 
Louisiana Department of 
Insurance. He lives in Leawood, 
Kan.
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Wendel 
Ray
professor of 
marriage and 
family therapy, 
and recent  
Ph.D. graduate  
Molly Govener 
presented at an 
international 
conference in 
Paris with some 
of the most  
influential family  
therapists in 
Europe.

1986

Kurt Oestriecher BBA ’86, CPA, 
has received the Society of 
Louisiana CPA’s 2006 
Outstanding Continuing 
Professional Education 
Discussion Leader Award. He 
also received this award in  
1998 and 2005. He is a partner 
with Oestriecher & Company, a 
CPA firm in Alexandria.

1987

Charlette Stephens Seng ’87 
has been promoted to branch 
infusion manager at Apria 
Healthcare Inc. She and hus-
band John E. Seng ’82, ‘86 live 
in Little Rock.

1988

Teri Fontenot MBA ’88,  
president and CEO of Woman’s 
Hospital in Baton Rouge, has 
been re-elected to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s board 
of directors. She is a CPA and a 
Fellow of the American College 
of Healthcare Executives.

Carolyn Robertson Lacks ’88 
and husband Jim Lacks, who 
retired with 20 years of service 
in the U.S. Army in 2004, have 
opened two successful furniture 
stores in South Boston, Va. 
They live in Halifax, Va., and 
have two sons, Kyle, 11, and 
Grant, 6.

1989

Ronald Camp BBA ’89, MBA ’91 
is a staff attorney at the Family 
Justice Center of Ouachita 
Parish.

Michael Smith ’89 is founding 
partner and owner of his new 
company, Marathon Commercial 
Construction, LLC, in Fort Worth. 
He and wife Amy live in Trophy 
Club, Tex.

Alan “Jay” White BBA ’89, MBA 
’91 was named director of 
graduate business programs on 
Jan. 1, 2006, at the Indiana 
University SE School of 
Business.

1990

Mike Neal BBA ’90 has been 
selected president and CEO of 
the Tulsa, Okla., Metro Chamber 
of Commerce. Neal most 
recently served as president 
and CEO of the Nashville Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

1991

Michelle Carter Hays ’91 was 
recently on the cover of 
Sophisticated Woman, a 
Northshore magazine. She is 
chief financial officer at 
Louisiana Heart Hospital in 
Lacombe. She and husband 
John Hays ‘91 live in Covington.

Laura McGraw ’91 is now living 
in Panama City Beach, Fla., with 
her 13-year-old son.

Jennifer Hillman Smith ’91 was 
recently promoted to Patrol Sgt. 
with the West Monroe Police 
Department. Her husband Todd 
is an assistant chief with the 
West Monroe Fire Department. 
They have children Aynsley 
Clair 8, and Brantley Kade 4.

1992

Robert Bradley Carroll ’92 has 
opened his own practice, 
Bradley Carroll, CPA, PC, in 
Duluth, Ga.

Anna Guerra BA ’92, MEd ’95 
has moved back to New Orleans 
after living and working in 
Seattle. She is an account 
manager for Westlaw and 
teaches legal research at the 
four law schools in Louisiana.

Stacy Doyal Hunt BA ’92, MEd 
’95 is a counselor at St. 
Frederick High School and 
husband William Christopher 
“Chris” Hunt BS ’93 is a RiteAid 
Pharmacy manager in Monroe. 
They have children Aaron, 10, 
Ethan, 7, Catherine and 
Elizabeth, both 4.

Christopher Jeselink ’92 is 
serving on active duty with the 
U.S. Army and was promoted 
to Brigade Assistant Operations 
Officer and Safety Officer in a 
training support brigade, Fort 
Sill, Okla. He and wife Karen 
Colvin Jeselink ’92 have a baby 
boy, Carter, born April 2005.

Continued on page 33
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C. Turner 
Steckline  

associate  
professor of 

communication,  
traveled to  

Turkey on a  
Fulbright-Hayes  

Curriculum  
Development 

Grant.

Marriages

Sharon Kay Oglesby Armfield BA ’02 to Gerald 
Alex Greer, May 27, 2006, Calhoun. 

Jeri Brining BA ’01 to Jason Carroll, June 15, 
2006, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. They live in 
West Monroe.

April Nicole Brown BA ’05 to Andrew Kyle 
Martindale, June 3, 2006, West Monroe.

LeAnne Elizabeth Burford BA ’01 to Kendall 
Haley BS ’02. They will make their home in 
Monroe.

Amanda Rae Caldwell BA ’05 to Justin Bradley 
LaBorde, June 24, 2006 in West Monroe.

Capt. Christian Todd Cannon, U.S. Marine Corps, 
BGS ’97 to Gabriela Giron Portillo, in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. They make their home  
in New Orleans.

Shawn Christene Clark BA ’79 to Roger John 
Dorn. She is employed with Aegis Mortgage 
Corp. and he is self-employed.

Gigi Craighead BS ’03 to Brian Roberts. She is 
employed as a registered nurse at Glenwood 
Regional Medical Center in West Monroe.

Heath Alan Denison BS ’04 to Danielle Dawn 
Roark, June 10, 2006, Enterprise. 

Mary Eddleman ’89 to Chris Docherty, July 3, 
2006. He has six-year-old son, Alex, and she has 
seventeen-year-old son, Deven Eddleman. They 
live in Monroe.

Amy Ford ’01 to Timothy Miller. She is employed 
with the Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals and he is attending ULM.

Eugenia Foster ’75 to Royce Lord, July 3, 2006. 
She has a grandson Christian Tate Foster, born 
Dec. 30, 2005. 

Trisha Denae Gardner BGS ’04 to Randall Wayne 
Loveless, June 10, 2006. The couple make their 
home in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

Ashley Colette Gwin BS ’06 to Justin Ross 
O’Neal BS ’06, July 1, 2006. They make their 
home in Little Rock.

Kayla Haltom ’04 to W. Matthew Hebert ’05, 
August 12, 2006, Monroe. Matthew is pursuing a 
master’s degree at ULM. 

Ashley Elizabeth Hattaway BGS ’04 to Sean 
Morgan Kilpatrick. They make their home in 
Monroe.

Meredith LeAnn Herring BA ’04 to Calvin Leroy 
Hall, June 3, 2006, Monroe. 

Joni Michelle Hunter ’01 to Charles Matthew 
McDonald ’04 in August 2006. 

Martha Yvonne Irvin BS ’87 to Robert Scott 
Hankins, June 12, 2006, Las Vegas.

Kelly Michelle Langreck BBA ’02 to  
David Brandon Moore BGS ’05, Monroe. 

Kasey Lindow BS ’04, MS ’06 to Allen Fisher BGS 
’05, June 3, 2006. They live in West Monroe.

Brian Marx BBA ’98 to Victoria Newton. They 
make their home in Hollywood, Fla., where he is 
employed with Radiology Associates. 

Stefanie McWhorter BS ’05 to Jeremy Rawls BS 
’05. She is employed with High Hopes Pediatric 
Therapy in Monroe and he with Premier Rehab 
Hospital in Monroe.

Jennifer Menhennett ’00 to Mitch Green, July 7, 
2006, Seattle, Wash. 

Christina Pippins Montgomery ’01 and John 
Montgomery Jr. will renew their marriage vows 
on May 5, 2007. They were married the first time 
by a Justice of the Peace in Hamburg, Ark., and 
will re-marry with a ceremony for all their family 
and friends.

Jennifer Ann Placke PharmD ’04 to James Paul 
Prentice PharmD ’04, June 15, 2006. The couple 
make their home in Birmingham. Both are 
employed as pharmacists; she is at Walgreens 
and he is at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham Hospital.
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Robert 
Hanser 
assistant profes-
sor of criminal 
justice, traveled 
to Bangkok,  
Thailand, to chair 
the first session 
for the Asian 
Association of 
Policing, rep-
resenting ULM 
to police and 
national security 
administrators 
from 19 nations.

In his father’s drug store in 
Alexandria, James “Jim” 
Vanderhoeven was allowed 
to make ice cream cones for 
customers only when he was 
tall enough to reach the soda 
machine. When that day 
finally came, instead of 

handing the cone to the customer, he took a big 
bite out of the ice cream.

“It was a reflex reaction,” Vanderhoeven 
remembered with a chuckle. His customer 
service skills eventually improved. After 
graduating from then-Northeast Louisiana 
University with a B.S. in Pharmacy in 1964, he 
worked at various pharmacies around 
Louisiana, filling in for pharmacists who were 
vacationing.

What was supposed to be a three-week stint 
at a pharmacy in Tioga resulted in a definitive 
career move. Within one month, the pharmacy 
he was managing turned a profit. The drug 
store owners offered Vanderhoeven a 10 
percent cut of the store’s profit. Vanderhoeven, 
31 at the time, wanted more—he wanted to  
buy the store, which had been on the market  
for 5 years.

“The owners asked me, ‘Who’s going to co-
sign your loan?’ I told them, ‘You are, and if you 
don’t, I’ll be gone and you’ll start losing money 
again.’”

His pharmacy was located next to a grocery 
store, and those customers soon also became 
Vanderhoeven’s. “I put my white tunic on and 
introduced myself telling them, ‘I’ll treat you 
and your family right and I’ll take care of you.’”

The store was a huge success, but he realized 
that times were going to change with the advent 
of discount stores. 

More than a decade later, Vanderhoeven 
decided to open a high-end drug store. That 
was a bad idea; however, it turned out to be one 
of the better things that happened to him.

 To salvage his unsuccessful idea, he started 
to service the pharmaceutical needs of nursing 
homes, and after servicing a few, he realized a 
computer would solve many of the problems in 
pharmacy service of nursing homes. 

To his knowledge he was the first in the 
country to incorporate a computer in a drug 
store. At one time, Vanderhoeven serviced more 
than 25 pharmacies in nursing homes through-
out Louisiana.

While he left the drug store business 12 years 
ago, he still owns and manages different health 
care facilities throughout Louisiana today. And 
when time permits, he manages his apartment 
complex in the French Quarter of New Orleans 
and enjoys the occasional bike ride around the 
Quarter.

Reflecting on his success, he credits the 
pharmacy school at ULM. “ULM provided me 
with a living, which was probably the most 
important thing that happened to me. It pro-
vided me with a way to hire and manage people 
who were very good at what they did,” he said. 
“A degree in pharmacy provides you with the 
tools to succeed in life, no matter what you 
decide to do, and that’s because of the outstand-
ing professors. My professors did everything to 
help me learn. I never, ever forgot what this 
school did for me, and no one should.”

Kaci Rhodes BGS ’05 to Kaleb Wayne McMillan. 
The couple make their home in Swartz.

Pamela Spikes ’85 to Steven Johnson,  
May 20, 2006, League City, Tex. They live  
in Dickinson, Tex.

Karen Thomas ’05 to Joshua Keen, a former 
ULM music student, July 24, 2006. They live in 
Nebraska where Joshua is stationed in the  
U.S. Air Force.

Steve Randolph Traxler, Jr. BS ’05 to Emily Kylin 
Granen, May 27, 2006. He is employed with 
Traxler Construction. She attends ULM.

Jessica Luticia Tyler BS ’06 to Davey Paul 
Legendre PharmD ’06. She is employed as  
an interior designer with J.C. Penney. He is  
employed as a pharmacist with Rite Aid.
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Ronda L. 
Akins

n  Assistant 
professor of 

pharmacy, 
contributed to 

a study that 
was published 

in the New 
England Journal 
of Medicine and 

resulted  
in a new  

antibiotic  
approved by 

the FDA.

Births
1  Tristan Jacques Ackroyd, March 8, 2006, to 

Caroline Durand Ackroyd ’98 and husband 
Gregory.

Chandler Bryant, Aug. 20, 2002, to Matt Bryant 
’98 and Hilary Seyfarth Bryant ’97.

2  Robert Harris Carroll, Oct. 30, 2006, to Robert 
Bradley Carroll ’92 and Dawn Harris Carroll ‘93.

Claire Eileen Cassidy, Sept. 22, 2006, to Shannon 
Murphy Cassidy ’90 and husband Jack.

Joycelyn Courtney, April 3, 2005, to Melisa 
Courtney ’00.

Logan Michael Denning, Oct. 5, 2006, to April 
Benoit Denning ’98 and husband Clay.

Nathan Jai Eschete, Sept. 14, 2005, to Lori 
Victoriano Eschete ’02 and Jai W. Eschete ‘00.

Colton “Colt” Reese Evans, June 3, 2006, to 
Dillon Evans ’99 and wife Brittney.

Lana Alise Evans, Feb. 22, 2006, to Stacy Barnes 
Evans ’01 and husband Alexander.

Morgan Lindsay Fraser, March 11, 2006, to 
Cassidy Zackheim Fraser ’02 and husband Alan.

Madelyne Ruchelle Gannon, July 20, 2006, to 
Kelley Roberts Gannon BS ’94 and husband 
Kevin, who is currently serving in Iraq.

3  Henry Herbert High, Sept. 29, 2006, to 
Katherine Rogers High ’00 and husband Brian. 
They are now living in Monroe.

Baylee Elizabeth Mabou, Sept. 1, 2006, to Laurie 
Bell Mabou ’03 and Shane Mabou ’02. 

Kaylyn Alese McLendon, March 30, 2006 to Traci 
Alford McLendon ’00 and husband Mike.

Lily Kyle Mills, Dec. 4, 2006, to Megan Kyle Mills 
’01 and husband Ray. Lily has older brother 
James.

Astoria “Storye” Trinity Molinar, Sept. 3, 2006, to 
Shanna Walpole Molinar ’94 and husband 
Manny. Storye is welcomed by big sister 
MacShayne, and “Uncle Tommy” Walpole, BA 
‘83, MA ‘89

Reese McKensey Ratcliff, Oct. 17, 2006, to Julie 
Davis Ratcliff ‘00 and Jeffrey Lloyd Ratcliff ’00.

Cayla Marie Rhodes, Dec. 11, 2006 to Donna 
Klaiber Rhodes ’01 and husband Colby.

Adelene “Addie” Aylse Rodgers, Jan. 1, 2007, to 
Adams Rodgers BBA ’98 and April Barnhill 
Rodgers BBA ’98.

Nicholas Shelton, July 12, 2006, to Jennifer 
LaValle Shelton ’95 and Brian Shelton ‘96. 
Nicholas has a 4-year-old older brother, Ian. The 
Sheltons live in Flower Mound, Tex.

Conner Owen Smith, April 19, 2006 to Katie 
Melerine Smith BGS ’93, MA ’01 and Bernard 
Smith BA ’91. Conner’s older brother is Chandler, 
who is 5.

Landry Marie Suire, Nov. 20, 2006, to Russell 
Suire ‘00, ‘02 and wife Ashley. Landry has older 
brother, Jackson, 3.

Parker Amie Tumminello, Dec. 8, 2006, to Monica 
Walker Tumminello ‘98 and Chris Tumminello 
’98. They live in Keller, Tex.

Piper Michelle West, Dec. 24, 2005, to Charles 
Scott West ’96 and Michelle Brasher West ‘94. 
Piper joins sister Elisa Rayne who is 3.

Cannon Campbell Young, April 20, 2006, to  
Cheri Guillot Young ’88 and husband Nathan.

1 2 3



1994

Tim Ardillo BA ’94 has been 
named the new director of 
institutional advancement for 
the Indianapolis Zoo. He will 
head up the zoo’s fundraising 
efforts, continued building and 
development. Previously he 
served as director of develop-
ment for The Arc of Indiana. He 
holds the CFRE (Certified Fund 
Raising Executive) designation.

Kimberli Waller Charlet ‘94, ‘95 
and husband Brent Charlet ‘94 
are co-owners of The Corbel 
Distinctive Gifts and Interiors 
and Charlet Brothers Southern 
Design and Construction in 
Jackson, La. They have children 
Cara Lane, 8, Anna Beth, 6, and 
Charles, 4. They live in Zachary.

William M. Stallings BBA ’94 
has been promoted to senior 
vice president at BB&T Corp. He 
joined the bank in 1992. 

1995

Matthew Lee BBA ’95 has been 
in the pharmaceutical business 
for 11 years. He and wife 
Brenna Lee, M.D., have four 
children, Austin, 13, Hunter, 11, 
Emilie, 4, and Gracie, 1. They 
live in Austin.

Robin Desormeaux Mouliere ’95 
is a pharmacist in Alexandria. 
She and husband James Keith 
Mouliere ’93 have a 11-year old 
daughter, Brooke Suzanne. 
James is a canine officer with 
the Alexandria Police 
Department.

1996

Charles Scott West ’BS 96 is 
working the Monroe territory 
for PriCara, a unit of Ortho-
McNeil. He and his wife 
Michelle Brasher West BS ‘94 
live in West Monroe.

1997

Janet Chaney Brady ’97 is 
working at Deloitte and Touche 
in Houston as manager of 
human resources. She married 
Kelly Brady in 1999 and they 
have two daughters, McKinley, 
almost 3, and Evelyn, 1 year old.

Sherryl Rhoades Morgan ’97 is 
teaching at Union Christian 
Academy in Farmerville. She 
and husband David have two 
daughters, Ashton, 6, and 
Cassidy, 3.

Johnny Nguyen ’97 is a travel 
nurse currently on assignment 
in Orange County, Calif. He is a 
Captain in the U.S. Army 
Reserve based in Oakland.

1999

James Landers ’99 played 
Arena Football for 7 years and 
received an award in 2004 for 
“Lineman of the Year.” He is 
now an account executive  
with Plan-It Interactive in  
Los Angeles.

DeQuetta Olissa Sanders BGS 
’99, MEd ’05 is working on her 
Ph.D. in counselor education at 
Texas A&M-Commerce and is 
employed with the university as 
an undergraduate counseling 
instructor and academic 
advisor.

Continued from page 29
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Bright Futures  
Deserve Support

For more information, contact:
Anne Lockhart, Director of Development
University of Louisiana Monroe Foundation
700 University Avenue; Monroe, LA 71209
(318) 342-5426 lockhart@ulm.edu

Visit our website at www.ulm.edu/giving

What Describes ULM Today? Momentum! 
Your university is doing well—with great 
students getting an excellent education in 
wonderful new facilities.

What Keeps Progress Alive? You do! 
You can help them get the foundation for 
success through your gift today—and by 
exploring the benefits of annual gifts, major 
gifts and/or estate gifts. Our Web site has 
details. And our gift officers are always 
happy to talk with you about the choice that 
fits your needs best.
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2000

Gwen Giroir ’00 has purchased a home in Baton 
Rouge where she is a human resource analyst 3 
with LSU Health Care Services Division.

Stacey Tiffee Green ’00 has two sons, Auden Gile 
Green, 3, and Braden Terry Green, 1.

Justin Lewis ’00 and and wife Amy have a son 
Jack, 1. They live in Tucson, Ariz.

Jeffrey Ratcliff ’00 has been promoted to project 
manager with The Beck Group of Dallas. He and 
his wife Julie will relocate temporarily to San 
Antonio, Tex. for approximately 18 months. He 
will be responsible for a hospital construction 
project in Boerne, a suburb of San Antonio.

Russell Suire ’00, ’02 obtained his nursing facility 
administrator’s license after he received his 
master’s in gerontology in 2002. He is employed 
by Management Seven, LLC. He was recently 
promoted to a regional administrator position. 
He and his wife live in DeRidder.

J.P. Pierce (B.S. ’77) majored 
in pre-law for over a year 
when NLU accomplished 
something that changed his 
course.

   “NLU became the first 
university in the nation to 

have its School of Construction accredited. I had 
worked every summer in construction since I 
was 13 years old, and I was very excited about 
changing my major to building construction.”

	 J.P. has been in the waterproofing and 
building restoration business for more than 30 
years. Some of his more significant restoration 
work includes the Jax Brewery in New Orleans, 
The Adolphus Hotel, The Majestic Theater, The 
School Book Depository, The Academic Building 
at Texas A&M and the football stadium at the 
University of Oklahoma.

When he turned 40, J.P. reconnected with an 
earlier passion. He attended Texas Wesleyan 

University School of Law and graduated with a 
Juris Doctor degree in 1998. 

Two years ago, J.P. and his wife of almost 30 
years, Lynette, purchased a 33-year-old 
specialty commercial construction company in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Pierce, who was born in Bismarck, N.D., grew 
up in Houston, Texas, and Shreveport. He was 
drawn to the natural beauty of the campus at 
then—Northeast Louisiana University.

J.P., who has always remained connected to 
ULM—he served as president of the ULM 
Alumni Association and he participated in ULM 
Envision 2004—credits the university with 
giving him a solid foundation.

“Earning a degree in building construction 
was a big boost. I also credit my other associa-
tions on campus and in the city, along with  
the lifelong friends that I met there, to any 
successes I have enjoyed.”

2001

Joni Hunter McDonald ’01 received a master’s 
degree from LSU in May 2002 and passed the 
licensing exam in April 2006 to become a 
licensed clinical social worker (LCSW).

2002

Larry Wayne Cook BA ’02 was commissioned an 
officer in the U.S. Army on October 12, 2006 and 
is stationed at Ft. Lewis, Wash. (near Tacoma).

2003

Celeste Holley ’03 has accepted the catering 
sales manager position with Elite Caterers in 
Monroe, where she will be booking events for 
two local restaurants.
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In Memoriam

Dorothy Frances Henry Dean ‘36

Majorie Brown ‘37

Roy V. Norman ‘41

Martin L. Coleman Jr. ‘43

Hugh D. Smith BS ‘48

Mary Roberson BA ‘57

C.B. Roberts BA ‘57

John D. Salter BS ‘57

Glenda Williams Zametto MEd ‘57

Austin “Bernard” Love ‘61

Sue Ellen Dorris Carlson ‘62

Carolyn Jo Smith Richardson ‘65

Kathleen “Kat” D. Shackelford MEd ‘65

Diane Rose Bannister BA ‘69

Peggy Marie DeBlieux Cayer BA ‘69

Donnie Inzina Johnston BA ’69, MEd ‘96

Wayne Burney ‘70

William S. Gannaway, BBA ’71, MEd ‘81

Ida Lee Davis White BA’72

Pamela Odom Rushing BS ‘73

Henry Atkins Glover MBA ‘75

Sharon Faye Parsons Graves MEd ‘76

Edmon Ray Youngblood Jr. BBA ‘78

Ann Bailey Havard BS ‘81

Timothy Lee Ernst BA ‘82

Patricia Joan McBroom BS ‘82

Robert Hubbard EdS ‘84

Dennis James Ezell BS ‘87

Shana Danielle Faylor BS ‘91

Frank C. Webb BBA ‘92

Charles J. Cody BS ‘93

Warren Allen Strickland Jr. BS ’01, 
MS ‘04

Brigitte Armruster Rainwater BS ‘03

Ann Lindsey Avery BS ‘04

Ann Elizabeth Lindsay BS ‘04

Faculty/Staff/Friends

Dr. George C. Brian

Linda Christmas

Thomas “Sonny” D. Day

Phillip S. Fishman

Dr. John Goorley

Dr. Roy H. Ledbetter Jr.

Lee Anna Sens

Dorothy Ward

2004

Jason Philip Deal BS ’04 is 
working as an estimator with 
Performance Contractors, Inc. of 
Baton Rouge. He and wife Anna 
Lisa Greer and children Jake, 
almost 2, and infant Sarah, live 
in Geismar.

2005

Crystal Acree Huff BA ’05 is 
currently completing her 
master’s degree in social work 
at LSU.

Jason Andrew Ossman BBA ’05 
is now working as a financial 
advisor at Merrill Lynch in 
Monroe.

Jared Adrian Prudhomme AA 
’05 is attending the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Department 
Training Academy.

2006

Lashanda Ellis BBA ’06 is a 
programmer in ISD at the Wal-
Mart home office in Bentonville, 
Ark.

Andreas Lefconikiatis BBA ’06 
is currently studying at Bowling 
Green State University for a 
master of accountancy with a 
concentration in information 
systems audit and control.

Ralph 
Brown
assistant pro-
fessor of his-
tory, received 
one of only 
20 prestigious 
fellowships to 
the 2006 West 
Point Summer 
Seminar in 
Military History.
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SUMMER IN MOROCCO 
James McKeithen 
Assistant Professor of Foreign Languages

L ast summer I returned to North Africa 
and the city of Fez, Morocco, in prepara-
tion for the development of Arabic 

language courses at ULM. A secondary goal 
of visiting this ancient city was to explore  
Fez as a potential site for ULM’s summer 
study abroad program.

Morocco, also known 
as “the Meghreb,” is situ-
ated where Europe, Africa 
and the Middle East all 
come together. Despite 
being at these cultural 
crossroads, Morocco remains somewhat iso-
lated while holding dear its Arabic language 
and Islamic traditions. It is also a country with 
relative stability and reputation and is on the 
State Department’s list of safe countries for 
American travel.

The Arabic Language Institute in Fez – ALIF- 
(which is also the name of the first letter in the 
Arabic alphabet), is one of the oldest and most 
reputable of the many Arabic language 
schools there. Locally, it enjoys a long-
standing association with the U.S., known 
locally as the “Centre Americain.”

ALIF offers intensive Arabic courses for U.S. 
college students and individualized advanced 
instruction for business people, diplomats, 
graduate students and itinerant senior acade-
micians such as myself. Instructors are native 
speakers of local origin, with advanced 
courses taught at Qayrawiyin University, 
which lays claim to being the world’s oldest 
university, founded in the 10th century.

Classes were held in the mornings and 
afternoons, with a three hour mid-day break. 
My course was taught in the traditional 

manner by two professors from al-Qarawiyin. 
A typical class consisted of classroom discus-
sion in Arabic of a prepared classical text 
jointly selected for the course by students and 
teachers. My small class included a Lutheran 
missionary from Tanzania, a London lawyer 

and a woman from 
Kansas who had studied 
Arabic at Harvard.

On the weekends, I 
wandered, visiting the 
various markets and 
watching the traditional 

artisans at work. Fez is one of the last cities in 
the world with an active artisan tradition. A 
trip to one of the mountain villages around 
Fez is like a journey back in time, perhaps to 
the Middle Ages or even biblical times. 

However, the big event offered by the school 
is, without doubt, the trip to the desert. It 
consists of a van journey to the edge of the 
Sahara, and from there by camel (an experi-
ence in itself) out into the desert for a night in 
a nomadic Berber encampment where one 
can breathe the pure desert air and watch the 
night sky. Time spent in the desert is sufficient 
unto itself, and this I think best expresses the 
value of Morocco as a learning experience.

Living in a foreign country on the ground 
level of local language and culture makes it 
easier for the average person to appreciate the 
remarkable degree to which people every-
where share the same fundamental human 
qualities. Learning to know and understand 
another culture, particularly one as initially 
different as that of Morocco, is, I think, an 
effective contribution toward better under-
standing and appreciating one’s own world.

“People everywhere 

share the Same fundamental 

      human qualities.” 
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