WASHINGTON HOPEFUL
OF RUSSIA’S FIGHTING

Separatc Peace Not Expected—Financial Help From Allies
- to Continue—Radicals Not Regardcd as Permanently
in Control—Kerensky's Weakness Deplored.

CCORDING to the consensus c¢f
opinion in YWashington, the most
hopeful, also the most reasonable
way of getting at an answer to

the hypothetical question of a separate
peace on the part of Russia, even in
this darkest hour of that country’s trials,

is by means of asking a similar ques-

tion concerning other countries—a ques-
tion’ which, in the case of these other
eountries, is only apparently, not actual-
ly, more absurd.

Would France, for example, make a
separate peace, no matter what her ex-
tremity, if peace meant the permanent
loss of her territory which Germany
now occupies in the north?

Would Italy make a separate peace if
such a peace meant the permanent oc-
eupation by Germans and Austrians of
the Venetian plains which they have
overrun in the last fortnight?

To ask a third question, which in
America, at least, seems even more
absurd, would the United States make
peace if it meant the loss of Texas,
Arizona, and New Mexico, which Ger-
many solemnly promised to Mexico as
& reward for making war on this coun-
try? '

‘'The emphatic negative to ecach of
those questions is and always will be
entirely regardless of the successes Or
failures of any leader or group of leaders
in. any of the countries concerned.

. The same is true of Russia. At least,
YWashington is convinced it Will
Russia make a separate peace which
would surely mean to her the loss of
the . Baltic provinces and of Poland,
which Germany now occupies? Abso-
lutely no.. And here, too, the answer is
entirely apart from the present crisis in
Petrograd, entirely independent of the
personal fate of Kerensky or a thousand
Kerenskys..

"Russia may have civil war, (that seems
as probable as anything else at the
moment;) she may succeed in establish-
tng an orderly form of republican gov-
ernment, without such a civil war or as
the result of it; she may go back, tem-
porarily, to some form of monarchy as
the price of getting straightened out for
& fresh start. But Russia will not volun-
tarily submit to territorial dismember-
ment. A separate peace with Germany
now would mean nothing less than that.

Therefore, Russia will make no sepa-
rate peace. Germanyv’'s agents who con-
trol the Bolsheviki, now apparently in
the saddle at the Russian capital, will
continue to go through the motions of
formulating peace terms, and they may
g0 80 far as to substitute open for se-
cret negotiations with Berlin for peace.
They may even declare peace. But it
will mean nothing to Russia, because
Russia will realize that the peace means
loss of vast areas of her land.

The two chief promises of the Bolshe-
viki and the Maximalists eat up each
other, They say: *““Let us make a
democratic and separate peace and thor
divide all the land of Russia among the
pepple.'.’ But the peace would remove
-more than 200,000 square miles of the
land to be divided and place all that ter-
ritory, with its population of something
like 20,000,000 of people, within the per-
manent boundaries of Germany. -Most
of it is now occupied by the enemy
armies.

Germany, according to the views held
fn Washington, is as determined today
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to hold Courland, Esthonia, Livonia. and
Poland, to make Finland a part of her

system, as she was to take and hold
Alsace-Lorraine forty-six years ago.
She even goes to the unnecessary trou-
ble of making excuses that she thinks
will sound well in history years hence.

the German languagé wasg spoken in Al-
sace and Lorraine. She is making the
‘most of the fact now that the German
language is largely used in the Baltic
provinces. Pan Germanism includes
those provinces. German armies oc-
cupy them. Fighting is the only way
by which Russia can get them back.
Iiventually Russia will fight. The only
alternative to making a separate peace,

which would mean territorial dismems-

'berment, is to continuc to make war to
‘recover what

is lost.

If the Iussian peasantgs were

ferent as the most hopeless peszimists

‘paint them, they would still find in the
‘cutting up of their own nation some-

thing to rouse themselves against. All

Russia still rescents the peace that wa.s?

framed in Portsmouth, N. ., whereby
she lost everything she had been fight-
ing. for in the remote East. She will

surely have nothing of a separate peace'

with Germany when she realizes that
she would thereby lose
miles of Russia in IKurope.

The Bolsheviki do not call the thing

they are striving for a separate peace,
but a *‘democratic peace,’”” a demo-
cratic peace with Germany, and there
thev. reach the furthest limits of con-
tradiction of terms—a democratic peace
with an autocracy, whose only terms
will be annexation and permanent oc-
cupancy .of all the territory that has
been conquered. |

The Allies look forr another general
peace offer from Berlin before Christ-
mas, another like that of last Decem-
ber. They expect, as a matter of

course, that it will be in the same vague,
meaningless terms. Russia will ask if
the terms include the restoration of all
the Fussian territory now ‘occupied by
the enemy. Germany will not say ves.
Russia will know then, if she does not
know now, what she has to do in the
future.

Mere neutrality will not hclp Russia.
If she should withdraw her armics now
in the {field the two million Teutonic
‘troops now held on the eastern front
would not all go to France or Italy.
'Many divisions would simply go further
iinto Russian -territory, unmolested, and
increase the area that Russia would
have to regain by flghtino' later on.
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‘side of the Allies to that of Germany

Im the war help Russia, no matter how
much it might harm the rest of us.
German}' robs her allies as well as her
enemies - whenever she can. Germany
ihass conquercd certain sections of Rus-
'sia that she wants for herself, that she
has wanted for years. This settles the
whole matter so far as Gérmany is con-
cerned. Ior Cermany to give up what
she is not comnelled to give up is un-
thinkable. It is conceivable that she
will promise not to take any more Rus-
sian territory if Russia will support her
for the remainder of the war. It is not
conceivable that Russia would enter
'into any such agreement. This, at any
‘rate, is the opinion expressed unofficial-
ly by those in Washington who are in
a position to appraise the situation.
Two days before the downfall of Ke-
rensky several members of the Ameri-

She harped for years on the fact that

as
densely ignorant and stolid and indif-

200,000 square

can Government and men in the war
missions of the Allies stationed in
_Wash!,ngton were asked if they thought
that the United States and England and

France should continue to help Russia

with money and supplies in spite of her

toward winning the war for all the
countries involved. The men to whom
the question was put have a great deal
to say in the matter of furnishing help |
to Russia. They were unanimous in de-
claring that the help should continue.
Three days later, after the fall of Ke-
rensky, these men were asked if they
still thought the ,same way about help-
ing Russia. They said they did. Again
they were unanimous.

They referred to the impossibility of a
separate peace for Russia without dis-
memberment, and on that fact bankcd
their hope that Russia would continu

be a factor in the war and their deLer-;

mination not to abandon her “because of |
‘not think they are taking any longer

her domestice difficulties.
“To be entirely frank in the matter, the
most recent upset in Russia is not
looked upon in Washington as an un-
mixed evil. At the time of the Korni-
loff affair in September, throughout the
few days that it lasted, there was a
rather definite hope, not publicly ex-
préssed in London, Paris, and Wash-
ington, that the forceful, practical Cos-
sack General would supersede the ideal-
ist, Xerensky. And now, although this
time Iserensky has been driven {rom
Petrograd by the PBolsheviki agents of
Germany, there is again hope that the
outcome of the affair will be an entire-
ly hew leadership. "Nobody says 30 yet,
because. the period of.mourning for Ie-
rensky das a fallerr'leader has not ex-
pired. But the news from Petrograd or
Moscow that another Lvoff or Milukoff
or Iorniloff had assumed thc headship
of affairs in Russia would be much more
reassuring to the Allies than informa-
tion to the effect that Kerensky had suc-
ceeded in getting himself reinstated.
Irerensky failed because he tried to
do too many things at once and to be
too many things to too many different
groups. Everybody knows that now.
He tried to establish a dream Utopia
in Russia at the same time that he was
trying to keep the wolves out of Rus-
sia. He expected sympathy and co-op-
eration from traitors in return for kind-

'ness, which he gave them instead of the

pumshment that the situation absolute-
ly demanded. . .Because of his methods

'the efforts of Russia ‘have been nulll-
fied. .at. .e\'ely..pomt by the Germans
within Russia, and their agents. One

group after another has had its day,
but the Russian people as a whole, the
Russian people who eventually will fight
to save their country from being cut up
by Germany, have had no real chance
since the early days of thc revolution
of last March and the days when such
moderates as Lyvoif and Milukoff were
in brief eontrol. It was then contem-
plated that all the people would have
their say as to the permanent form of
sovernment which their country would
take through the great constituent as-
senibly scheduled for early in Septem-
ber. It is now the middle of November.
No such assembly has been held. In its
place there have been all sorts of make-
shifts, which have got nowhere. The
excuse for this delay in letting all Rus-
sia .come together .by means of its rep-
resentatives to settle its own destinies
has been and is ‘that Russia was not
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vet educated sufficiently in self-govern-
ment to make a good job of a constitu-
tion-making enterprise. There was fear
that the peasants and farmers would
not be sufriciently moderate in the tak-
ing of the lands that had come to them
with the fall of the despotisni.

So, in place of the danger that was
problematical from the agricultural ele-
ments of the population in their use of
the land, there has been the danger that
is real from the industrialists and So-
cialists and their various councils, who
would give away 200,000 square niles of
that same land to Germany as the price
of a separate peace. But the people who
lhave brought about this danger arc in a
ridiculously small minority as compared
with thé entire population of Russia.
enforced retirement from
power of the man who has [failed to
handle this minority, who has not made
use of the tremcndous forces latent in
the majority of the pecople, there may
come immediately (there is bound to

failure to do all that she ought to do come ev entually) a new rcégime that will

‘put Russia into the war as a more

aggressive faclor to help the Allies and
at the same time establish reasonable
order within her own boundaries.

In the meantime it is not fair to say
that Russia is not something of a factor
in the war, a good deal of a factor, even
under the present conditions. She is
still holding 2,000,000 German and Aus-
trian troops on the eastern front, and
she has, in the course of the last three
years, had her pericds of great victory.
So the United States and the other al-
lics will continue to help Russia even
though circumstances compel them to
help -her in the spirit of a man who
takes a chance on a long shot. They do

chances now than in the days of the

-Czar.

The likelihood of a beparatc peace to-
day is leas than it was in the days of
he Czar. The influences contioliling

Nicholas were all pro-German., The Rus-
sian people will sooner or later contro’
Russia. All hate Germany and know
what to expect of her.

There is a historical parallel for all
this in the French Ievolution of 1345,
swith its * radicals, reactionaries, and
moderate republicang, and with the bulk
of the people disgusted with the foreign
policy of Loouis b’nilippe—a policy of zi.
ing in to the absolutist -Governments of
Central Europe. The Second Republic
grew out of the Revolution of: 1848.
There is also a historical precedent fo1
the BPRaltic provinces in the doom of
Alsace-Lorraine in 1871.




