o RUSSIA APPROVES.
“+Quoting the declaration of the Rus-
siad Forelgn Office that Russia’s
| "ma.ltamble determination regarding
tﬁo future of Poland* is the estab-
ﬁhmant “ o fres Poland, .which
® gonsists now of three separated prov-
?lnou. Tha Evening Post describes
" @iits as “an amplification of Mr.
% WiLsoN's view which may not be
“"u pleasing at Berlin or Vienna as
St Is at Petrograd.” Whether pleas-
hg or displeasing, it is not *an am-
~ plirication of M, WiLsoN's view.”
His language on that point approved
thn idea of “a united, independent,
and autonomous Poland.” Germany |
hil proposed an *independent” and|
autonomous Poland, but not & united
iio. Her plan means Russian Poland
der German control. Russia's ‘' un-
" ajterable determination ” is that there
|£l-ll be & united one, instead of
#inres geparated provinces.” Mr.
'W'tuon and Russia are In exact
[re ment, so far as words go, and
e has not amplified his words' in
) lea.st
It is no wonder that this word
® ynited " struck gratefully upon Rus-
ears: nor is it any wonder that
e rest of his speech pleased her as
11, for it was in accord not only
rith her aims in this war, but the
Jms for which she has striven In the
The Hague Conference was
ted as a result of Russla. 8 a.ction.
¥ut it was a small thing ‘compared
jeith what she had tried to 'get.. She
rs ated, not the court whith ~was
: :.' @8 tablished at The Hague. but
NG very limitation of armaments
lwhich the President now suggests. In
;a circular note which she addressed
%o the Powers on Aug. 12, 1868, she
':'_.: rmed them that if armaments con-
tinued to increase, * it will {nevitably |
¥1lead to the very cataclysm which it
™15 desired to avert, and the impend-
*ing horrorg of which are fearful to
®.svery human thought.” Russia,
orofore. proposed to * conwerge Into
a single pow erful force the efforts
ef all the States which sincerely
]rhh the great conception of univer-
sal peace to triumph over the ele-
ments of disturbance and discord.”
i In the subsequent note dated Deo.
1898, Russla laid down & program
 g¥oporing the limitatlon of arma-
- #pents and the adoption by universal
ant of & means of substituting
iflo methods for warlike ones. She
posed that after the armaments
84 deen limited a means should be
ught for their reduction. She urged
; 1at the natlons agree to interdict
ow firearms and new explosives, “as
‘well as powder more powerful than
#the kinds used at present,” high ex-
Pplosives already dlscwered aerial
iomba.rdments a.nd submarine at-
mcks, It was & comprehensive pro-
. the kernel of which was pro-
noudva ﬂisarmament The only out-
Jomo of her proposal was The Hague
'i‘rlbunal but it is easy to understand

hy she now welcomes with joy the
_'ﬂnxlng up of her original idea by
& President, after the accuracy 011(
er dire prophecy has been proved 8o
entably, .
t Accepting the President’s suggestion
' _ét nations musat have access to the
s intended especially for her,

ls stil] less rema.rkable that Rassia.
'@guld bs enthusiastic over his
esch. Only one thing in {t might+
sxpected to give her pause, a.ndg
at is his use of the words * peace.
thout victory'; but the Russlan]
, ment interprets this in a sim-
le and gsensible way, a.nd tinds it
in accord with Russia’s often
presged aims. “ It never has 'bee_n
he aim of the Allies to crush their
nemtes,” says the Foreign Office,
“gnd they have never insisted upon
- #ygictory In that sense Over ‘Ger-
*many.” Assuming, very ‘reason-
" ably, that the President understood
 that state of facts, there.is no point
Lt which Russia does not find her-
" pelf in complete accord with him, If
- {ndtvidual writers and speakers in the
@omains of Russia’s allles could gat
,mnlveu into a less fretful and sua-
frame of mind and acquire
lng of Russia’s open and frank

‘of taking the President's utter-
there would be less ta.ulttlnd-

ﬂth him.

: should ‘thus rea.ttirm ‘both her
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. ;a n;niﬂcant and hoperul that

tetition of freeing- Pola.nd a.nd tho_.'

inuntlon of the Aluu to ‘achisve &
victory which shall not *c¢rush their
enemies.” Both intentions have been
stated befors, but there is something
about Russia’s way of restating them
—not formally, but incidentally, as re-
ferring to things about which there
could not be any doubt—that must in-
apire confidence even amon: the most
skeptical.
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