	
	
	



CREATING ACCESSIBLE LINKS IN CANVAS (DESCRIPTIVE LINKS)

Step 1: Go to the Assignment (or Page) where you want to add the descriptive links to
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Step 2: Click on “Edit”
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Step 3: Type the Text in the Rich Content Editor
Avoid vague text like: “Click here.”
Instead, use descriptive text like:
· “View the Course Syllabus”
· “Access the Week 3 Study Guide”
· “Visit the Purdue Owl APA Guide”
· “Explore the Khan Academy Resource”
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Step 4: Highlight the Text You Want to Link and Click the Link Icon
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Step 5: Select the Canvas Content (If Using Course Link) or External Link (If Using External Link)
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tep 6: From the Right-side Panel Choose the Item You Want to Link

[image: ]
If you are adding an external link, copy the URL to the page you want to link to and paste it under “Link”.  
[image: ]
Step 7: Confirm the Link is Added
After selecting the item or adding the link:
· The text should now appear as hyperlink.
· It will be underlined and clickable. 
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Step 8: Scroll all the Way to the Bottom and Click Save
After saving, click the link to ensure it opens the correct content. 




Quick Accessibility Check
Before finishing, ask yourself:
· Can the link stand alone and still make sense?
· Does it clearly describe where it goes?
· Would a screen reader user understand it?
Common Mistakes to Avoid
· Using vague phrases like “Click here”, “Here”, or “More”
· Posting the full URL instead of meaningful text (e.g., https://canvas.instructure.com/...)
· Linking entire paragraphs instead of specific words or phrases
· Using text that does not clearly describe the destination
· Forgetting to test the link after saving
· Using the same link text multiple times for different destinations
· Not checking that the link works in Student View
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