Voice Area Student Handbook Information 


Studio Assignments
Students desiring private instruction will be placed in a studio at the discretion of the voice faculty; students must obtain permission of the instructor to register for credit. Assignments will be based on availability, and every attempt will be made to honor the student’s requested studio.

Attendance
Though specific requirements are determined by each instructor, students are expected to attend ALL private lessons, except in the case of illness or a family emergency. In either of these exceptional situations, documentation must be provided by the student to their studio instructor to verify the validity of their absence. Excessive unexcused absences will affect the semester grade and jeopardize the student’s eligibility to remain in their desired degree plan.

Repertoire Requirements
Table 1: Repertoire Requirements
	Degree
	Level
	Number of songs studied
	Number of songs
memorized
	Languages required

	B.M. Performance
	1041
	6
	4
	English, Italian

	
	2041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, and German OR French

	
	3041
	10
	8
	English, Italian, German, French


	
	4041
	12
	8
	English, Italian, German, French


	B.M. Education
	1041
	6
	4
	English, Italian

	
	2041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, and German OR French

	
	3041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, German, French


	
	4041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, German, French


	B.A. Music
	1041
	6
	4
	English, Italian

	
	2041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, and German or French

	
	3041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, German, French


	
	4041
	8
	6
	English, Italian, German, French


	B.A. Musical Theatre
	1041
	6
	4
	English

	
	2041
	8
	6
	English, Italian

	
	3041
	10
	8
	English, Italian


	
	4041
	12
	8
	English, Italian


	Music Minor
	1021
	6
	4
	English

	
	2021
	6
	4
	English



Students are responsible for knowing and adhering to the departmental guidelines for repertoire.

Vocal Performance, Vocal Music Education and Bachelor of Arts in Music with any concentration other 	than Music Theatre: 
Music 1021/2021 
Basic vocal technique. Simple songs from the early Italian and English schools; art songs from the 18th and 19th centuries; or literature of a comparable level. 
Music 1041    
Basic vocal technique. Simple songs from the early Italian and English schools; art songs from the 18th and 19th centuries; easy German and French if proficiency permits; or literature of a comparable level.
Music 2041    
Further development of vocal technique. Easier arias from the opera of Handel, Gluck, and Mozart. Arias from the oratorios of Handel, Bach, and Mendelssohn; Lieder of Schubert, Schumann, and 	Brahms; song by English and American composers; or literature of a comparable level.
Music 3041    
Advanced vocal technique. Arias of greater difficulty with recitatives from opera and oratorio; the 	German lieder of Wolf and Strauss; French songs and arias by Fauré, Debussy and others; 		contemporary English language repertoire; or literature of a comparable level.
Music 4041    
Advanced vocal technique. Arias from the standard repertoire of opera and oratorio; introduction to modern contemporary song literature; song cycles from the German and French schools; or literature of a comparable level.
*For the above major concentrations, twenty-five percent of semester jury repertoire may be chosen from any style of music theatre.  

B.A. with Music Theatre concentration 
Students are expected to perform pieces from a variety of styles, including Amercian Songbook, Golden Age, post-Golden Age, and contemporary musical theatre.
*Bachelor of Arts in Music majors with a concentration in Music Theatre will learn and memorize one 	Italian art song or aria per semester. 


Juries
All students enrolled in Applied Voice study are required to sing a jury at the end of each semester. Juries are adjudicated by the voice faculty, the director of choral activities, and representatives of other areas as appropriate. The following components are assessed:
1. repertoire: students must be prepared to present the required number of repertoire pieces for semester from memory. The student will choose their first selection, and the faculty will request additional selection(s).
2. musical accuracy, interpretation, diction, style, and presentation.
3. knowledge of literature: students should be prepared to discuss and/or present basic information about the literature performed, including the composer, period, style, form, translation, and plot/character if applicable.
4. technical development; body alignment, breathing, registration, dynamic contrast, and control, even vibrato, clear tone, correct diction, and other desirable vocal qualities.
5. eligibility for talent grant renewal.
6. advancement to next level of private study or repetition of current course level.
The semester jury is to be performed by all students in private lessons, with the exception of Senior Vocal Performance majors who have presented a full recital during the last four weeks of the current semester and have received a passing grade from their appointed recital committee.

Full Faculty Jury
Will be sung at the end of the sophomore year or after the 2nd successful semester of MUSC 2041. This jury determines eligibility to proceed to junior level or MUSC 3041 voice study. The jury is typically 15 minutes in length; therefore students should expect to perform selections in English, Italian, German and French if applicable. Students unable to pass the full faculty jury after two attempts will be advised as to an alternative course of study.

Additional Recital Requirements for Vocal Majors
Voice Recital Hearings
All students presenting voice recitals at ULM will be required to pass a recital hearing at least two weeks prior to the public performance of a junior, senior, senior project, capstone project, or non-degree recital. This recital hearing will be presented to a panel of three ULM Voice Area faculty members.  Vocal performance majors’ recital hearing committee will also serve as their recital committee.  Music Education majors’ senior projects and Bachelor of Arts majors’ Senior capstone projects do not require a recital committee, only a recital hearing committee. 
With the guidance of their private studio instructor, the student is responsible for adhering to adhering to Recital Procedures as listed in the ULM Music Program Student Handbook:  	Comment by Claire Vangelisti: link

Undergraduate Degree Recitals
Vocal Performance Majors
Undergraduate Voice Performance majors are required to perform degree recitals during the Junior (MUSC 3041) and Senior (MUSC 4041) year of study as outlined in the Music Program Handbook.

Vocal Music Education Majors
Vocal Music Education majors are required to perform a recital in their senior year.  This recital must be at least twenty-five minutes in length (a half recital) but may be longer at the student's and primary vocal instructor's discretion.  There will not be a recital committee for this performance, but there will be a recital hearing two weeks prior to the performance to assure preparedness for the public performance of the student’s program. The primary studio instructor will assign an overall grade for the MSED 4053 Senior Project/Recital preparation and performance course.  
Bachelor of Arts Majors
Bachelor of Arts majors may choose to perform a recital to fulfill requirements for their Senior capstone project. This recital must be at least 30 minutes in length (a half recital) but may be longer at the student's and primary vocal instructor's discretion.  There will not be a recital committee for this performance, but there will be a recital hearing two weeks prior to the performance to assure preparedness for the public performance of the student’s program. The primary studio instructor will assign an overall grade for the Senior capstone recital preparation and performance course.  
Optional Junior Recitals and Non-Degree Recitals
Non-degree recitals may be performed by Theory/Composition majors and Music Minors who have chosen voice as their principal instrument, and who have consistently studied voice during the completion of their degree program. These recitals may be either half recitals or full recitals, at the discretion of the student’s primary vocal instructor. There will not be a recital committee for these performances, but there will be a recital hearing two weeks prior to the public presentation to assure preparedness of the program. Each non-degree Recital must follow the above-mentioned guidelines, as well as be approved by the combined voice faculty.  

Performance Expectations
· Vocal Performance majors are expected to participate in annual Opera Theater productions, as well as Masterclasses given by guest clinicians.  They are also required to perform in at least one ULM Music Theatre production but are encouraged to perform in as many as scheduling allows.

· Music Education majors and Bachelor of Arts in Music majors are required to perform in two ULM Opera Theatre productions and two ULM Music Theatre productions.

· Bachelor of Arts in Music students with a concentration in Music Theatre are required to perform in every ULM Music Theatre production and at least one ULM Opera Theatre production.

· All voice majors (Music Education, Voice Performance, Bachelor of Arts) must enroll in a major performing ensemble each semester of study, as well as MUSC 4007 Voice Seminar. 

Collaborative Pianists
Music Program students will be provided collaborative pianists as specifically outlined in the ULM Collaborative Pianist Policy. 	Comment by Claire Vangelisti: insert link


NATS Competition
Students are encouraged to participate regularly in the student adjudications sponsored by the National Association of Teachers of Singing.

Class Voice
Class voice is offered for non-music majors interested in beginning vocal studies. Students on talent grant may choose to take private lessons or group voice class. These class sessions will meet twice a week and include both lecture style and practical instruction in vocal technique and literature. Class sizes will range from 6-8 students. Final jury is in class only.

Choral Ensembles
Choral ensembles are open to any student enrolled at ULM. Placement is determined by the Choral Department on the basis of audition. Incoming students should contact the Director of Choral Activities the week prior to the beginning of classes to arrange an audition. The audition will consist of a short solo selection. The applicant may also be asked to sight-read and vocalize, depending upon choral placement. Continuing students do not need to re-audition for choral placement; semester juries will serve as your placement audition for the following semester. ULM offers the following ensembles:
University Chorale
Available for Major Ensemble Credit. Chorale is a non-auditioned group consisting mainly of ULM freshmen and, by choice, upperclassmen. The group performs a variety of choral music and participates in two concerts each year, as well as the annual ULM Christmas Concert.  It is usual that the freshmen sing in the Chorale for two semesters before being considered for Concert Choir.
Concert Choir
Available for Major Ensemble Credit. This large choir is the premiere choral ensemble; entrance is by audition only. The choir performs a variety of literature, both sacred and secular. In addition to the seasonal concerts given during the academic year, the group serves as one of the recruiting ensembles for the Music Program by performing at high schools and colleges in the area. Members of the Concert choir will participate in the annual ULM Christmas Concert, as well as the Concert Choir Tour.
Chamber Singers
This ensemble is a select group of 20-24 voices chosen from the Concert Choir. The audition for Chamber Singers includes a sight-reading component. The Chamber Singers perform accompanied and a cappella music of all styles and periods. The singers perform in various concerts during the school year, including the annual ULM Christmas Concert. The Chamber Singers also participate in Choir Tour, as well as sing at social functions in the community. Along with Concert Choir, Chamber Singers serve as a recruiting ensemble.
Warhawk Singers & Bayou La Belle
NOT available for Major Ensemble Credit. They are non-auditioned groups consisting mainly of non-music majors and, by choice, music majors of any level. They sing a variety of choral music and participate in two concerts each year, as well as the annual ULM Christmas Concert.



