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ABOUT THE HONOR SOCIETY OF PHI KAPPA PHI

Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest, largest, and most
selective all-discipline honor society. The Society’s mission is
to recognize and promote academic excellence in all fields of
higher education and to engage the community of scholars in
service to others.

MOTTO

PHILOSOPHIA. The first word of the motto literally means “love of
wisdom” or “love of knowledge and wisdom,” a Greek word
compounded from philos, meaning “loving” or “friendly,” and sophia,
meaning wisdom. However, for historical reasons, the Society uses the
phrase “love of learning” out of respect for the founders’ English
version of the motto that seems to have preceded the Greek version.

KRATEITO. The second word of the motto is a verb in the
imperative mood, meaning “let...rule.” As a strong imperative, it is an
exhortation to action, not merely a hope or wish; hence, “let” is used
rather than “may.” The basic meaning of the word is the exertion of
power and control, derived from the noun krdtos, meaning “strength” or
“might.” Krdtos is also a source of the terms “democracy” (rule of the
people) and “aristocracy” (rule of the noble).

PHOTON. The third word appears in classical Greek poetry and
drama—in the tragedies of Euripides, for example, where it designates
“mortals” in contrast to the gods of the “immortals.” The 1995
Convention in St. Louis changed the official wording from “mankind”
to “humanity” on the grounds that the gender bias expressed by the
term “mankind” is alien to the ideals of Phi Kappa Phi.

AFFIRMATION OF MEMBERSHIP

In response to the honor bestowed on me by my election
to. Phi Kappa Phi, I shall continue to uphold the motto of
Phi Kappa Phi:

Philosophia Krateito Photon
Let the Love of Learning Rule Humanity.

University of Louisiana Monroe
Chapter 113

THE HONOR SOCIETY OF

HI KAPPA PHI

2022 Spring Initiation

Sunday, April 10
3:00 p.m.
ULM Library Terrace




