UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT MONROE
SCHOOL OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
DIVISION OF MUSIC

SYLLABUS OF PIANO PROFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS

The following pages contain an outline of the reggiicourse of study that is designed to assist
students in acquiring functional keyboard skillsessary for completing the four levels of Piano
Proficiency Examinations required of all non-pianasic major students. It is the student’s
responsibility (as well as the instructor’s) to He&t the requirements in each level are properly
fulfilled.

All students registered for group piano lab créditprivate applied lessons and who have not
completed all four proficiency levels) must takpiano proficiency level jury at the end of each
semester. It is expected that a minimum of oné@ency level will be completed each term. If
a student fails to meet the minimum requirementsfparticular level (i.e., does not pass a
jury), that level (and course number) will needb&orepeated the following semester.

A student who has prepared two or more proficidaggls for examination must fulfill all the
requirements in each level. The student will baneixed on all requirements. Once a level has
been satisfactorily completed, the examination meltef that level will not be covered again.

DEGREE PROGRAMS FOR WHICH FOUR LEVELS OF PROFICIENEBRE REQUIRED

Bachelor of Music — Applied Instrumental (non-piaivajor
Bachelor of Music — Applied Vocal Major

Bachelor of Music — Music Education Instrumentaljda
Bachelor of Music — Music Education Vocal Major
Bachelor of Music — Music Theatre

Bachelor of Music — Theory/Composition



PIANO PROFICIENCY LEVEL I

MUSC 1015: Group Piano Class for Music Majors Only

Suggested Material:

Lancaster and RenfrowGroup Piano for Adults, Book I. 2% edition.

Examination:

1.

5.

6.

NOTES:

Alfred Publishing Company, 2004.

Scales in all major and minor keys (natarad harmonic only) in tetrachord
positions.

Major and minor pentascales and authenté | cadences (hands separately).
Major and minor arpeggios in all keys for aatave (hands separately).
NO LESS THAN THREE familiar tunes worked dytear and harmonized with

and V7 chords. Each tune should be in a diftekey, and played in both the
parallel majoand_minomodes.

Two prepared pieces from repertoire studiedhf{org not required).

Sight reading.

- Parts 1-3 will be tested and graded by the ctestsuctor/applied teacher at the student’s last
class meeting/private lesson of the semesterdgairy/exam week. Parts passed will not be
heard again at the jury. Parts not passedoeitxamined again at the jury and within a very
strict time limit.

- Parts 4-6 will be performed and graded at the. jur



PIANO PROFICIENCY LEVEL Il

MUSC 1016: Group Piano Class for Music Majors Only

Suggested Material:

Lancaster and RenfrowGroup Piano for Adults, Book I. 2 edition.
Alfred Publishing Company, 2004.

Examination:

1. All major and harmonic minor scales that begirthe whitekeys, two octaves,
hands separately or together (HS or HT), usiagdsrd scale fingering

2. All white key major and minor tonic arpeggibsp octaves, HS or HT.
3. All white key tonic major and minor chord insams, HS or HT.
4. | IV 1 V | chord cadences in the above tehieys, i position only, HS or HT.

5. NO LESS THAN THREE familiar tunes (to includddppy Birthday” in a
singable key) worked out “by ear” and harmoniwnatth |, IV, V or V7 chords.
Each tune should be in a differdwty.

6. Two prepared pieces from repertoire studiechiorg not required).
7. Sight reading material to include two-part uagt
NOTES:

- Parts 1-4 will be tested and graded by the ctestsuctor/applied teacher at the student’s last
class meeting/private lesson of the semesterdg@iry/exam week. Parts passed will not be
heard again at the jury. Parts not passedo@itxamined again at the jury and within a very
strict time limit.

- Parts 5-7 will be performed and graded at the. jur



PIANO PROFICIENCY LEVEL Il

MUSC 2015: Group Piano Class for Music Majors Only

Repertoire: Approved by Instructor

Examination:

1.

7.

NOTES:

All major and harmonic minor scales that begirthe blackeys, two octaves,
hands separately or together (HS or HT), usiagdsrd scale fingering

All black key major and minor tonic arpeggitygp octaves, HS or HT.

All black key tonic major and minor chord insems and 1 IV | V | chord
cadences in*position only, HS or HT.

Prepare a harmonization of a melody chosen fkppendix C and transposed
up/down a major™® and a minor %.

Prepare a familiar tune “by ear” with NO LESBAN THREE different
accompaniment patterns, each in a diffekemyt

Two repertoire pieces (memory not requiredihly@ne piece will be performed
at the jury.

Sight reading material to include three-paiting.

- Parts 1-3 will be tested and graded by the cgtestsuctor/applied teacher at the student’s last
class meeting/private lesson of the semesterdgairy/exam week. Parts passed will not be
heard again at the jury. Parts not passedo@itxamined again at the jury and within a very
strict time limit.

- Parts 4-7 will be performed and graded at the. jur



PIANO PROFICIENCY LEVEL IV

MUSC 2016: Group Piano Class for Music Majors Only

Repertoire: Approved by Instructor

Examination:

7.

8.

NOTES:

1. Scales and arpeggios in two octaves, hand#i@geising standard scale
and arpeggio fingeringn the following MAJOR keys: F, B, D-flat, F-stpa plus
two more white keys

2. Scales and arpeggios in two octaves, handgi@geising standard scale
and arpeqgio fingeringn the following MINOR keys: f, b, c-sharp, faip, plus
two more white keys

All five types of seventh chords beginning oN[Ain any key.

Choose a melody from a source provided by ymtructor (see Appendix G).
Harmonize with appropriate triads in appropriateersions and transpose_to all
remaining white keys.

A prepared hymn or four-part chorale, with pextal keeping eyes on the score
(without or with minimal looking at hands).

Performance of a prepared accompaniment farstirumentalist/vocalist.
Student must arrange for soloist. Piece mustppeoved by instructor.

One prepared piece from repertoire studied.

Sight read a three-voice (SAB) open choralescor

- Part 3 will be tested and graded by the clagsuawr/applied teacher at midterm. Part
passed will not be heard again at the jury.t Ratrpassed will be examined again at the jury
and within a very strict time limit.

- Parts 1-2 will be tested and graded by the ¢tetsuctor/applied teacher at the student’s last
class meeting/private lesson of the semesterdg@iry/exam week. Parts passed will not be
heard again at the jury. Parts not passedo@itxamined again at the jury and within a very
strict time limit.

- Parts 4-8 will be performed and graded at the. jur



