[image: image4.wmf]ULM Softball Rules
Spring 2012


ULM intramural softball playing rules and interpretations are governed directly by those established by the (ASA).  Below are modifications deemed necessary by the Intramural staff.  Rules/interpretations not addressed here will be governed by the ASA SLOW PITCH RULE BOOK.
· Game time is forfeit time (exception 5 minute grace period first game of day).  Teams are required to be at the playing site 15 minutes prior to the game.
· A game consists of seven innings. No inning starts after 55-minute start time. The home team is determined on the score sheet.
· The 15-run rule will be in effect after three innings, 12-run rule will be in effect after four innings; and the 10-run rules will be in effect after five innings.
· One-and-one ball/strike count will be in effect. One foul will be allowed with a two-strike count. 
· A minimum of 9 players is needed to begin a game. A team will not be penalized an out for the absent batter. Teams may not start the game with 8 players hoping that the ninth player will arrive.

· If a player is injured, ejected or needs to leave the game for any reason and there is no substitute available, an out will be declared when it is that individuals turn at bat. If the team drops below 9 players the game will end.
· Teams are allowed unlimited home runs. Teams must retrieve their homerun/foul balls.
· Pitcher must release the ball with a minimum arc of 6 feet from the pitcher’s hand and maximum of 10 feet above the ground.  The pivot foot must be in contact with the rubber from the start of the motion and until the ball is released
· Base distance will be set at 65 feet and pitching distance at 50 feet for men, women, and 
co-rec.
· No pets, smoking, tobacco, or alcohol beverages will be allowed on the Intramural Fields and surrounding area.

· Softballs will be provided for all games.
· Metal cleats are not allowed.
· A game shall be declared completed if “called” after the bottom of the fourth inning (or beyond) for inclement weather.

· Team members must provide their own gloves, and warm-up balls.
· Only bats approved for the 2012 ASA season are legal.
· If a player/coach is ejected he/she will be subject to a one game suspension. Suspensions does not start until you meet with the Coordinator or Assistant Coordinator of Intramurals.
· If two players are ejected the team will forfeit that game.
· Players must have current student ID’s (Delta students cannot participate in intramurals)
· All jewelry must be removed before the start of the game. If you come up to bat and you have on jewelry will be will called out.
Infield Fly Rule:
· If a batter pops up the ball to an infielder with runners on first and second or first, second and third with less than two outs, the batter is automatically out and runner(s) may advance at their own risk. If the ball is caught, base runners must tag up. If the ball is dropped the batter is still out, & the ball is live.  Base runners may advance at any time. The umpire yells, "INFIELD FLY, BATTER IS OUT, IF FAIR," so all players can hear.
MODIFICATIONS FOR CO-REC

· Except for male/female battery, there are no restrictions on defensive alignment.(pitcher must be a male)
· Co-rec batting order must alternate male/female.
· An extra hitter is allowed but must be a male and a female
· When a male receives a base on balls or intentional walk, he will be awarded first and second bases.
The next female batter will hit with less than two outs and has the option on two outs to walk or bat.
APPEALS PROCESS


If a team wants to submit an appeal, captains must stop play immediately and notify a supervisor. Supervisor will document appeal and forward it to the Intramural coordinator/assistant coordinator. Teams must also put the appeal into writing within 24 hours and turn it into the intramural coordinator/assistant coordinator. Teams cannot appeal umpires’ calls. 
Appeal Play: Must be a verbal appeal by the defense before the next pitch or before the infielders of the defensive team have left the field.  Once the ball is returned to the infield, any player can make an appeal to the official on a runner missing a base or leaving the base too soon. The field official’s decision on any call will be final!
 FORFEIT RULES

If a player is deemed ineligible at any time during the League, his/her team will forfeit all games the ineligible player participated in. In addition, the ineligible player will not be allowed to participate in any additional games.

EXPECTED CONDUCT


The spring Softball season is an opportunity for all players, officials, staff members, and volunteers to experience competitive softball in a fair and positive environment. The Intramural staff reserves the right to remove any player and/or team from participating in the league if said player and/or team displays behavior detrimental to the ongoing success of the ULM Intramural program. [image: image1.png]
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