PAGE  

Three Lessons of Interest
Summary
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Teaching is one of the most influential and demanding careers there is.  I have chosen this as my future career, because I enjoy motivating and helping children and look forward to assisting them in their steps towards their future.  Before beginning the Teach Delta Region Program, I was unaware of the Grade Level Expectations, Content Standards, and Comprehensive Curriculums.  Using the Louisiana Department of Education website has really inspired me and helped me to focus on what grades and subjects that I would like the experience of teaching.  With today’s availability of technology, I look forward to using thing such as Smart Board and other educational technologies to keep my student more involved in their lessons.   
Introduction
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I am currently enrolled in Educational Foundations Assessment course.  In this course we have recently been asked to choose a lesson from any grade to make a variety of assessment items.  I chose First Grade Mathematics Unit 6 from the Comprehensive Curriculum on Money, Time, Temperature and Calendar.  I chose First Grade, because I want to teach elementary, and I am more interested in teaching lower elementary than upper elementary.  For this particular assignment I chose Math, because that was my favorite subject all throughout school.  
Many students of all ages struggle with Math and I think that it is important to understand the concepts of Mathematics at an early age.  The entire lesson takes approximately three weeks to complete.  The lesson within the unit that I have enjoyed spending time on the most is Money.  The first assignment example given in the Comprehensive Curriculum is for review of the names of the coins and their values.  I feel that this is an extremely important lesson in a child’s life that they will obviously be able to use forever.  The following activity allows children to examine each coin.  The students are assigned to identify and list the characteristics of each coin.  
This activity can be done out loud, in small groups, or individually. Also, www.internet4classrooms.com has educational money games according to grade level that can be useful in integrating into the lesson.

Starting Out
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Just last week I accepted a position as Second Grade teacher at Henry V. Adams Elementary School I Bastrop.  I actually start on Monday, October 12th, and this has encouraged me to review some of the GLE’s and Comprehensive Curriculums for Second Grade.  Since I have recently been working on assessment items for First Grade, I look forward to teaching Unit 3 which is Money and Time.  
This Unit takes approximately four weeks with a little more in-depth look than in the First Grade Unit involving money and time.  The first assignment on the curriculum suggests giving the students a word grid.  The columns in the grid are labeled coin, color, value, front of coin, and back of coin.  The teacher then shall go through giving the student the information for each coin while the student fills out his or her grid.  Example: 
	coin
	color
	value
	front of coin
	back of coin

	penny
	
	
	
	

	nickel
	
	
	
	

	dime
	
	
	
	

	quarter
	
	
	
	

	half-dollar
	
	
	
	

	dollar
	
	
	
	


English Language Arts
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Another subject that I look forward to teaching in the Second Grade is English Language Arts.  A lesson that I find particularly interesting is Unit 3:  The Writing Process.  I would be particularly interested in Activity 10, which is Writing a Story or Article.  In this activity, the students will write a draft that is either fiction or nonfiction.  The students are allowed to use a dictionary and/or word wall to ensure correct spelling.  They would also be given the opportunity to use a thesaurus which would help to extend their vocabulary.  
I would really enjoy this, because I am curious as to what they would write about or how big their imaginations really are.  I believe that an activity like this for a Second Grade student tells a lot about them.  Writing is also another very significant element of education.
Conclusion
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Keeping these lessons interesting to children is very important in their ability to learn the material being taught.  As a soon-to-be teacher, I look forward to doing everything I can do to not only keep the student’s attention, but also to ensure that they comprehend the material needed for quality education.  There are many other lessons that I am anxious to teach, and hope that I am a successful educator to many students in my career!
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