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Academic Database with Cognitive Map
Summary
Where should teachers go to get the latest on educational research, including topics from technology, curriculum, and professional development?  An excellent resource for educational professionals is the multitude of databases found on the ULM Library website.  These databases provide access to many journal articles covering a wide variety of topics.  If teachers are interested in a specific topic such as “high school geometry curriculum”, these databases provide a wealth of knowledge for educators.  Teachers can further refine their search by selecting specific delimiting factors.  This reflection will visually demonstrate how to access these databases. 
Cognitive Map Visualization of Academic Searches in Databases at ULM 
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EBSCOhost is a collection of databases.  It includes the following databases: Academic Search Complete, ERIC, Professional Development Collection, and Teacher Reference Center.  Search in these databases to find many journal articles in the realm of education.  Scan the abstracts and determine which articles relate to the school’s curriculum, educational practices, or some other interesting article.  There are also databases for specific disciplines such as history, art, psychology, technology, biology, medicine, and geology.  
Interested in Research?
These databases are of interest to anyone interested in research on a wide variety of topics.  The Academic Search Complete database is a multi-disciplinary source for thousands of journal articles and more.  Educators and administrators will have access to abstracts, full-text articles, and periodicals.  Graduate students in education will find this database (along with ERIC) extremely useful.  Researchers in specific disciplines such as geology, art, or technology will find databases pertaining to their particular field from the database selection offered by EBSCOhost.  If parents have access to these databases, they can keep up with the latest trends being developed in education or technology.  

How to Access the Academic Search Complete Database

Visit the website for the ULM library, which is www.ulm.edu/library.  Then click the link to “Databases by Name” found under the section for “Articles”.  Then click on the link to the link to the “Academic Search Complete” database found under the “Databases by Name Expanded” section.   
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[Also: Replace all text and images in this document. Include atleast 2 appropriate
‘captured" images on every page of this document. Make sure that you modify the
layout” of yourimage, as described below, in two steps.]

#1: First, insert an image in your document Then, select the image and right-click
Select "Format Picture”
#2 Then, click on "Layout” and choose one of the possible layouts
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#1: On the ULM library’s website, click the link to the “Databases by Name”.

#2: Then click on the “Academic Search Complete” database link.
Note that when accessing the databases from off campus, one will need to enter a ULM campus wide ID number and a PIN (which corresponds to the two-digit birth month followed by the last two digits of the birth year).  Then select University of Louisiana in Monroe from the drop-down menu.  Then click the “Authenticate” button. 

Then in the search box below, type the word or phrases that you want to research. If you want to search for a phrase, such as “test scores”, it is recommended that you include the phrase in quotation marks.  Otherwise, the search will contain all results that contain the word “test”, the word “scores”, or both.  The quotation marks will search for journal articles that contain the phrase “test scores” and not the articles about tests only or the articles about scores only. 

Limiting Search Results

Some tips for limiting search results include using Boolean phrases, only searching for full-text or peer-reviewed articles, or specifying a range of time for article publication.  Searching using Boolean phrases is best utilized when searching for a phrase that consists of more than one word and is described in the previous section.  Use quotation marks around phrases.  This is especially useful when using an Internet search engine such as Google or Yahoo.  The option for Boolean phrases is automatically selected when using the Academic Search Complete database.  The full-text only search option is already selected as well; however, when searching for peer-reviewed journals, check the box for this option.  
When doing research, it may be necessary to limit results within a specified range of years.  For example, with daily advances in technology, research about technology back in the year 2000 would hardly be relevant to today’s society.  In the fields for “Published Date From”, enter in the earliest year in which the research would be relevant.  It is suggested that the ending year be the present year.  Note that specifying a beginning and ending month is not necessary. Once you have limited the search results, click on the “Submit” button.  


#1: Check the box for Scholarly (Peer-Reviewed) Journals.


#2: Enter the beginning and ending year to limit search results for particular time frames.
Conclusion
The databases available online through the ULM library provide a vast resource for researching various topics in every academic field.  The Academic Search Complete Database is one such database; however, there are other databases that a discipline specific such as technology or medicine.  For anyone affiliated with ULM, the visual instructions on how to access these databases are provided within this document.  Search suggestions are also included. 
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